Making Change

Example:
Tyler goes to the store, and finds a CD he wants to buy.  It is on sale for $12.39.  Tyler’s mother gives him a $10 bill and a $5 bill to purchase the CD.  How much change should Tyler bring back to his mother?

1. How much money is given to the clerk?  $10.00 + $5.00 = $15.00

2. What is the cost of the item purchased?  $12.39

Objective:
Count up from $12.39 to $15.00 to find the coins and bills needed to make change.  Add these coins and bills to determine the correct amount of change.  CHECK: The cost of the item + the change = the total money.
Step 1:
Looking at the change (.39), count up to the next number ending in a 0 or 5.  Show how many pennies are needed to reach this amount.
Step 2:
Look for a way to reach .25, .50, .75, or .00, so that quarters can be used to reach an even dollar.

Step 3:
Once an even dollar is reached, look back to the amount paid ($15.00) to see how much further you need to count.
Change:     + P                   + D                     + Q                   + Q                   + $1                   + $1  =  $2.61 in change
$12.39 → $12.40 → $ 12.50 → $12.75 → $13.00 → $14.00 → $15.00
CHECK:

$ 12.39 (cost of item)

+   2.61 (change)
$ 15.00 (total money)
