Members of the House Education Committee,

H.B. 368 should be voted inexpedient to legislate. Historically, it has been understood that the subjects listed in 193-A:4, I are part of a student’s overall education. Certainly a primary student isn’t expected to grasp the history of our Constitutions or a high school student expected to learn arbitrary spelling lists. This bill seeks to arise suspicion and imply that in the future, another piece of legislation must be generated to evaluate how thoroughly these subjects should be covered each year. Plainly, it is an effort to standardize curriculum just as H.B.367 demands a standardized test. 

Secondly, I have written to this committee that in my town the public school principal has voluntarily provided a copy of the law and resources that he deemed appropriate.  My SAU office, though supportive of home education, has in recent years struggled with its own workload and personal integrity issues. This past summer, folded in my acknowledgement letter, I received another parent’s letter of intent to home educate their children. My neighbor recently began teaching her second son at home this year and the office mistakenly listed her son as a 6th grader rather than a 7th. (He had just passed the 6th grade in our local public school.) After repeatedly, even weekly, requesting a new letter from the office they put her off stating they were “too busy” to send her a new acknowledgment even if she were to come to the office herself and save them the process of mailing. The school was not notified that she had sent a letter of intent and her son was marked truant. It took a call to the Commissioner of Education to finally get action. The superintendent was just “too busy”. 

Shortly into the school year the superintendent was fired for $50,000 worth of unauthorized pay, stipends and bonuses going to department staff without board approval or knowledge. At present these allegations are still under investigation but we have an interim administrator who is in no position to handle extra paperwork for the 67 currently homeschooled children in this district.

Recently, my previous superintendent was formally convicted of sexually assaulting a six-year-old. I submit that my home education program, or lack thereof, was not a primary concern to him.

I have been home educating for 17 years. My personal experience is that expanding the duties of the superintendent will not bring about the results you desire from these bills.

The home educating parents here today represent the general homeschooling population. It is evident that they DO know the law regarding notification and are willing to defend it.

Thank you,

Maria L. Chamberlain 

