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Change is in the airports

Downtown Airport awaits 65-acre development;
Mid America goes international; Regional sees

$11 million expansion

BY JIM BAER

n the world of local air travel, Lam-

hert-5t. Lomis International Afrport

can commankd the headlines, which
means the afrporis in Southwestern IIH-
ol My under (e radar, so o speak.

But that's not to say there isn't much
puing on there; quile the opposile bs e,
In fact. Here's a wrap-up of what's taking
place at MidAmerica 5t. Louls Alrport In
Mascoutah, 5t. Louls Downtown Alrport
In Cahokia and 5t. Louks Reglonal Adrport
In Bethalto,

St Louls Downtown Alrport
Downtown Adrport Is a hub of con-
struction activity.

In one project,
the Federal Avia-
tHion Administration
15 Minishing the con-
stroction of & §7 mil-
lion control tower
that stands 138 foat
fall and has a 50011
square-foot adminis-
trative faclllty at Its
base, The tower must
undergo testing and
it is slated o become
fully operational May
1, 2008. Plocher Con-
struction of Highland
is the general contrac-
tor on the project.

The tower will
replace the alrport's
current tower, which
was hulli tn 1973 and
designed io last 15
yedrs, sald the alr-
port's director, Rob-
crt McDaniel

Meanwhile, Mid-
coast Aviation, which
moved nearly s
entlre operation from
Lambert to Down-
foowen Afrport in 2005,
15 building a $17.5 mi}

the south side of the complex. Plans
call for retall space, hanpars and offices.
McDanlel sald Martin officlals are hold-
ing discussions with several companies
bt have not revealed any names. He
saild the plan 18 for ground o be hm-
ken In a year, though he could not give
acusl

“Martin is looking for a commitment
for most of (he space before breaking
ground and talking to an Internatlon-
al company to relocate headquarters
there,” McDanle] said.

Korte Co. ks the general contractor,

In a scparate project, a new taxiway to
the maln rumway is belng constructed at
a cost of $636,000 by Thelms Construe-
tion of Edwardsville.

Downtown Afrport has some 161,000

VIRCINIA LEE HUNTER

Robert McDaniel has led Downtown Arport major
including Midcoast Aviation's construction of a

lion, 145,000-square- $17.5 million hangar.

foot hangar that will

house six large jets. Midcoast reccived
%4 million from the [linols Department of
Commerce & Eeonomic Upportounity for
e project. H&H Comstructon of Carlin-
ville, I, is the general contractor on the
project.

Midrnast, a unit of Jef Aviation Man-
agement AG of Zurich, Switzerland, spe-
clalizes In completing aml cuslomle-
Ing business adrcraft by installing such
things as seats, upholstery, furniture and
arhvanced avinnics system.

Midouast Tes 650,000 suyuare feel of
facllities at the alrport and has created
200 new jobs with its recent projects,

Martin Aviatinn Groop alsn has plans
for the atrport, at which it is based; the
compamy wants to develop 65 acres on

annual fiight operations  which include
takeoffs, landings, and touch-and-go
aperatinns — and ifs peonomic impact
on e region s aboul $200 odlion per
year, McDaniel sald.

“We are very busy. We went from the
fifth-haistpst atrport inall of linods tn the
third (in 2006),” tralling only O'Hare and
Micdway, Loth in Chicago, e sabd.

Downtown has revenue of $1.3
million. [t has nine employess and 1,300
nomairport contract workers. It is a gen-
erdl reliever atrport amd doesn’t hamdle
scheduled commercial passenger traffic.

Mid America 5t. Louis Airport
MidAmerica is looking far beyvond the
region.

Contnued on NEXT PAGE
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In February the alrport, which shares
runways with Scott Alr Force Dase,
became a ULS. port of entry, and In April it
recelved its first international shipments:
1.5 million pounds of Monsanto hybrid
corn seed from
Panama Two alr-
lines, Cielos and
Centurinn, flew
the cargn infn the
airport. avold-

"If you are not o
mmamm%

Cantwell sald he focuses on thres pri-
arlties: running the best joint-use alrport
in the nation, creating a hub for interna
tional cargo shipping and hosting the
leleure travel market. *If this happens,
our whole commiindty
wins,” he said

MidAmerica has
552 millinn in anmual
revernie and employs
11 people. not includ-

ing the busy porl HTHY w tng coniractors. I Tes
ol Miaml. Minme- )“'I are ex" "dﬁ 30,000 anmual Might
sota-based truck- m 91,”' operations and 51,500
ing company C.1L Mark Kern  Origination and des-
Robinson World- St Clair County Board Charman  tination passengers.
wide then distrib- According to Cantwell,
uted the sced to MidAmerica and Scott
terminals across the Midwest, combined have an cconomic Impact of
“We got the seed from Contral Amerl-  $2.5 billion.

ca here In two days and out to the farm-
ers in the flields In time for the planting
seasnn in jusr rwn weeks” said the air
port’s dirercinr, Tim Cantwell. *We call it
high speed and high value. We helieve
we can do the same shipping Mowers,
oo, orchids, products grown in Asla
armd e Kliddle East amd oller paris of
the world.”

Cantwell has kept MidAmerica, which
also provides connecting flights and let
sure travel flishrs, focused on developing
it= infernational cargo buslness. He =aid
he anticipates receiving shipmenis from
Southeast Asia by the end of the yvear.

Attalning por-of-entry status for
MidAmerica took three years of coor-
dinating with U.5. Customs and Border
Protectinn on hidlding plans persnnnel
training and more, Cantwell gaid.

At Clalr Connty Beard Chalrman Mark
Kernalsn playnd arole in maldng MidAm
efica a port of entry. “It is not cliché
anymore to say, ‘All business is interna-
tional business,” because it is a fact of
deily life,” he said. “And if you are not
pligged into the international business,
you arc cxtremely challenged to grow
— mmirbaining can beppen, bal growib s
ininternatioral reach.”

According to Patrick McXeehan,
exculive direcior of Leadership Counr
cll Svulhrwestern llinots: “MidAoerica
15 Devondng @ b for e domal i
cargo shipping. With their dual runways
(10,000 leet amd 8,000 feel), ey 41re
becoming an important economic asset
tothe eastside. People justdon't appracl
ate our 2ast-side airport facilifles.”

Si. Louis Regional Airport

Regional Atrport is no Sranpger o
expansion pither.

It is not an air carrier atrport; instead,
it provides aircraft fueling. maimEenance
and ameniiles for Mgl crews amd pas-
SETIEHIS.

Yremler Air Center recently did a
J0,000-square-foot, 511 million expan-
ston of its facilities at the alrport. Premder
rurs a full-service repair and overhaul
center for Cessna Citatlon and Dassault
Falcon aircraft. It has added about GO
employess.

In addition, Fabritech Inc., which
does black-box rechnology for helicop-
ters and Interlor fabric work for alrcraft
used dn transport cnmhat froops. recent-
Iy annonneed a $1.07 million investment
package at Heginnal Afrport. The nm-
pany, which curmathy npermtes a 25 000
saquare-foot facility at the airport will
more than doubls its space. It wil create
26 new full-time jobs and retain 16 exisi-
ing jobe, sodd Daovid Miller, the olrport’s
managee The expanslon is expected to
be completed by 2008,

Miller sald Reglomal Alrporl does
75,000 fight operations per yvear, using a
pair of runways &000 and G000 feet long.
“Wie're lrylng o miake Lhis area an avia-
lon meeva, amd we are wellalong on il
pul,” Miller said.

The atrpori has anrual revenue of $2.3
il drmd 11 enployees, ples 300 con-
tract workers. Miller said it has an eco-
nomic impect of $80 milkion
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