FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH - NOVEMBER 2, 2009
(From the Pastor’s Pen)
It is hard to believe that another year has almost passed, but here we are
with Thanksgiving just a few weeks away. As we come to this time of year |
start thinking about things for which | am thankful, and one of the things for
which | am deeply grateful is my family.

| am grateful for my family of origin, my mother and father. | am
grateful for all they taught me. | am grateful for the kind of home they
provided for me, my brothers, and my sister. Our home was one in which
there was no lack of love. Both Mother and Daddy loved us. Of that there
could be no question, and both took care of us.

And our home was one in which there was a sense of security. In his
book When God Whispers Your Name Max Lucado talks about his children
never having to worry about whether their father is coming at night because
he chooses to do just that, being faithful to his responsibility as a husband
and a father. My brothers, my sister, and | never had to worry about
whether our dad or our mother was going to be home at night. They took
their responsibility as parents seriously, but they also entered their role of
parenting with joy at the opportunity to raise their children. | am grateful for
that, and | am grateful that our home was always one where we could feel
secure and that our parents were always there for us. Even now when | go
home to visit my mother every Friday, | still get that same feeling of being
secure when | walk into Mother’s house.

And | am grateful for who my parents were and are. Mother and
Daddy gave us a good name. They have given us an example we can
gladly follow all the days of our lives. They were about things that were
good and wholesome and worthwhile and excellent. | am grateful for who
they are.

| am grateful for my own home. | am grateful that Brenda and | have
had soon to be 40 years together. There is no greater blessing than the
faithfulness of marriage. | am extremely grateful for Brenda’s commitment
to our marriage. The greatest fulfillment in marriage, it seems to me,
comes from a husband and wife being equally committed to each other and
equally committed to their life together. And that’s not something magic or
something you get if you're lucky. It's a choice that each partner makes
every day. Again referring to Max Lucado’s book When God Whispers Your
Name, he says, “I choose to be faithful to my wife.” Being faithful to one’s
marriage is a choice.

| am grateful for my daughter Nicole. As you read the pages of the
Old Testament, particularly in the earlier books like Genesis, you get the
sense that children were really, really important, and they were. For people
in those days who really had no concept of eternal life, children were their
link to the future. Children were their link to posterity.

And even though in Christ we believe in the gift of eternal life, our
children are still a link to the future. They are still a link to posterity. | am
grateful that Nicole has taken her place as a responsible citizen in this
world giving back to the world through her profession, through her own
commitment to her husband and now her child, and through her church as
a Christian.

And | am grateful for my grandson, Quincy. He is a precious little




boy, and my hope is that he will be able to have a happy life and one day
be able to make a solid contribution to our world. But for right now we just
let him be what he is, a precious, happy little boy.

This Thanksgiving | am grateful for my family. Family enables us to
have a past, a present, and a future. Our families enable us to be social
beings. They teach us how to live in community. Our families are indeed a
blessing to us, and oh that we could regain in this culture some sense of
family being a good gift to us from God instead of a right or a begrudging
responsibility. May | invite you to join me in giving thanks this year for our
families. Just something to think about. Until next time,

Bro. Jim

CHARGE CONFERENCE - SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8
Our Charge Conference will be this Sunday, November 8, at 6:00 p.m.  All
Administrative Board members need to be present and anyone else who wishes to
attend may do so.

NOVEMBER HARVEST COUNTDOWN
The annual UMW November Harvest is only a week away-Saturday, November 14. We
are counting on your support . Bake sale items may be brought to the CLC on Friday,
November 13, from 2:00 until 5:00 p.m. or early Saturday morning. Remember, please
label your items so we will know what kind of cake, bread, pie, candy, etc., we are
selling. If you have been asked to bring chili or chicken and dumplings please do so
Friday afternoon or Saturday morning. It goes without saying that the CLC will be the
place to be on November 14, from 8:00 - 12noon. Come early and enjoy the fellowship.
Eat breakfast while you shop. See you there!

**Please start bringing in pint and quart jars and jelly jars for the
Autumn Harvest .

UMW NEWS
The UMW will sponsor a Spiritual Growth Retreat for all women of the church on
Saturday, November 21, from 9:00 a.m. until noon. The topic will be “Desert Survival
Training”, and will be held in the Friends and Fellowship Classroom. Bring a sack
lunch; drinks will be furnished.

A NOTE OF THANKS
We would like to express a special thanks to Anita Johnston for the beautiful
Thanksgiving banners which are now hanging in the sanctuary. A special thanks also to
Sid and Carol James for helping hang the banners.

NOVEMBER - FIFTH SUNDAY COLLECTION FOR FOOD PANTRY
Please mark your calendars. November has a Fifth Sunday, which is a Sunday
designated for collecting non-food items for the food pantry. Suggested items are:

Toothpaste Diapers Soap

Toilet Tissue Washing Detergent Diapers

Dish washing detergent  Shampoo Razors/shaving cream
Deodorant

We will collect these things (Nov. 29) with a special emphasis on Fifth Sundays, but you
may bring them by any time.

FIFTH SUNDAY SINGING - NOVEMBER 29™
Please mark your calendars. We will host the Fifth Sunday singing on November 29™,
beginning at 6:00 p.m. Please join us as we enjoy the music of other Methodist choirs
and individuals. Our choir will also be singing for the program.
CHRISTIANS CONNECT
Christian’s Connect will meet this coming Sunday (November 8) following the 8:15 a.m.
service. This month’s gathering will be hosted by the Friends & Fellowship class.




Everyone is invited to join us for fellowship.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
UMW Executive Committee will meet on Tuesday, November 10, at 4:15 p.m.

Finance Committee will meet on Tuesday, November 10, at 7:00 p.m.
Administrative Board will meet on Tuesday, November 10, at 7:30 p.m.

The Trustees will meet on Tuesday, November 17, at 7:00 p.m. Members of the
Trustees are: Dean Erwin-Chairperson, Gracie Henson, Brenda Benson, Steve Wright,
Dave Hancock, Herb Magee, Dan Jennings, Nancy Nelson and Mark Brewer.

A NIGHT IN BETHLEHEM - 2009
December is just around the corner and we are gearing up for our 2" annual “A Night in
Bethlehem.” This year we are going to be open for three nights in December, Friday,
December 4™ (6-9 p.m.), Saturday, December 5" (6-9 p.m.) and Sunday, December 6"
(3-6 p.m.). Re-creating the town of Bethlehem is no small feat and we need lots of help.
We need people behind the scenes to help set up the town, which will take place the
week of December 1-3. We need shopkeepers, soldiers, beggars, shepherds, Mary,
Joseph and baby Jesus to interact with our visitors. We also need behind the scenes
help during the three nights, with parking, food for our volunteers, and keeping the
shops supplied with materials. It certainly takes a Church to raise a village, in a matter
of speaking. We had over two hundred visitors last year that experienced Christmas in
a new way and | hope we can create that magic for many families this year as well. If
you can volunteer in any way, please let the Church office know, or email Alecia at
youth911@hotmail.com.

BEYOND THE TURKEY - PART 2
(Submitted by Associate Pastor-Alecia Fischer)
Focus on Blessings
Choose a family project for November that will force the focus on God’s goodness.
Here are several suggestions:

* Prepare a Thanksgiving blessing basket . Place a pretty fall basket in an easy-to-
reach location with pencil and paper. Throughout the month encourage family
members to jot down ways God has blessed their lives. Younger children can draw
or even cut out pictures. Read these together and give God thanks during family
times in November, or set aside a few special moments on Thanksgiving Day.

e Trim atree of thanks . Draw and cut out a large paper tree and lots of loose leaves
in autumn colors. Mount the tree on a wall or door in a prominent place. Put the
leaves nearby in a box with glue and markers. Ask your family to consider the
following question: If | could only keep tomorrow the gifts I've thanked God for today,
what would | have? Encourage family members to add to the tree daily by noting
things they are thankful for on the leaves.

* Have a “thank you” contest . Prepare a colorful chart containing the names of
family members. Mount it on a bulletin board or refrigerator. Using the story of the
10 lepers (Luke 17:11-19), talk about the importance of expressing gratitude to God
and people who bless us. For the month of November, each time a person is
thanked, he or she will put a sticker beside the name of the family member who
expressed thanks. At the end of the month, the most consistent “thanks giver” will
receive a small treat.

« Play a game. Challenge family members to go through the alphabet and name an
item they are thankful for that begins with each letter. This is a fun game that
stretches memory and creativity and can be played on the go.

WITH ONE ANOTHER

David Robertson
Freddie Mae Jackson
Agnes McCarter



Bill Evans

Scottie McMackin

T. J. Moore

Norman Marston

Jean Cone

Scott Dean

Brian Beller

Robert White

Aaron Kirby (serving in Iraq)
Charlie Krieger (serving in Iraq)
Rob Nelson & Family

Jim Weatherford

Tom Stillwell

Tyler White

Molly Moses

We extend our sympathy the Jim Weatherford and his family on the recent loss of his sister.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT SUPPER
INTHE CLC
The Wednesday Night supper menu for Wednesday, November 11:
Salisbury Steak
Mashed Potatoes
Baked Apples
Salad; Rolls
Chocolate cake w/cream
cheese icing
Workers: UMYF

CAPS FROM AMATITAN
When Pastor Juan, Sister Maria Leonor, and Harold were here, they brought us a large number
of caps with their church name on them. We have a few left. If you would like one, just call the
church office.

LETTERS TO AMATITAN
During the month of September before the visit from our Nicaraguan friends, we received a
package of letters from Amatitan. These letters were translated and given to the persons that
they were written to. We will try to answer these letters by November 12", If you received
letters, please respond and give them to Beverly Duke so that they can be translated and
forwarded on to Amatitan. These letters mean so much to our friends in Amatitan. Thank you
for responding.
i it

| Will Be Loyal

To The United Methodist Church And
Support It With: My Presence
Sunday, November 1, 2009

8:15 a.m. Worship Attendance.............. 45
Sunday school Attendance................... 86
10:30 a.m. Worship Attendance............ 88

My Service: Sunday, Nov. 8, 2009
Acolytes : Alexis Fann & Cory Ricaurte

Children’s Church : Layde Ezell & Penelope Kirby
Nursery Helper : Jansen Holt

Loaves and Fishes : Tues. & Thurs.
Tues. Nov. 10, Loulie Brown, Jean Grimsley, Anita Marston & Jerry Gibbs

Thurs. Nov. 12, Jean Robertson, Martha Jo & Jerry Gibbs



LETTERS FROM AMATITAN
Pastor Juan and Sister Maria Leonor brought a package of letters from Amatitan.
These letters are addressed to all of our church and all express their gratitude for the
Educational Scholarship that we provide for their children. If you would like to
correspond with someone from Amatitan and do not already have names of members
there, please contact Beverly Duke at ******

T T T T T T TrTT T



