FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH - July 27, 2009

The Pastor’s Pen
A man and his dog were walking on the beach when they came upon another visitor to
the beach. The owner of the dog, proud of his dog’s newly mastered feat, said to the
visitor, “Watch this!” Whereupon the dog’s owner threw a piece of driftwood out into the
ocean and told the dog to fetch it. The dog ran out on top of the waves, got the piece of
wood, and brought it back to its owner. The visitor just stood in amazement as the
owner of the dog repeated this two more times. Then the dog’s owner said to the
visitor, “Did you notice anything unusual?” And the visitor said, “Yeah, | did. Your dog
can't swim.” (From [llustrations Unlimited, James S. Hewett, Editor).

Beginning in Epiphany, continuing through Lent, and into the season of Easter
Alecia and | did a sermon series on “The Apostles’ Creed.” With that we talked about
what we as Christians believe. We covered what could be considered basic Christian
belief.

After that series was complete we did a series on The Beatitudes that we titled
“The Character of Christian.” In that series we talked about the attributes of character
that should be a part of the Christian life. So with those two series we covered “The
Faith of a Christian” and “The Character of a Christian.”

For the remainder of this Christian year (from now until the first Sunday of
Advent) sermon topics will come under the heading of “The Practices of a Christian.”
There is no doubt that it is important for us as those who belong to Christ to know what
it is that we believe. Beliefs are important. Beliefs form us as Christian people. Beliefs
ground us in a particular identity, the identity of a Christian.

But the attributes of Christian character are also very important. Without the
attributes of a Christian we not only appear to be hypocrites. We are hypocrites. We
don’t practice what we say we believe unless we have those attributes of Christian
character. We are phony. So Christian belief and Christian character are both
important.

But equally important are the practices of a Christian. There are some things
that we as Christians do. Without these particular practices it is hard for us to remain
Christian. You might call them the habits of a Christian, or holy habits.

The first of those practices that we will hear about this coming Sunday is that
disciples pray. Other practices included in the series will be that disciples worship,
disciples seek a personal relationship with Christ, and disciples seek to live a life of
holiness. Also included in the series will be a four part series within a series about the
Christian use of money.

My hope is that this series of sermons will help us focus on some very important
things that really need to be a part of our lives as those who belong to Christ. We don’t
want to be like the man’s dog in the story above. We don’t want to be accused of not
being able to swim. There are some practices that are important to the living of a
Christian life.

So with this new series of sermons during this year we will have had the
opportunity to think about the beliefs of a Christian, the character of a Christian, and
now the “practices” of a Christian. These are definitely things for us to think about.

Until next time, Bro. Jim

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY FISH ERY
SATURDAY, AUGUST 15™ FROM 4 UNTIL 7 P.M.
$10.00 PER MEAL (DRINK INCLUDED)
CLC BUILDING OF FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
212 WATERLOO STREET
TICKETS PRESOLD AT TASTE OF THE TOWN, CHURCH OFFICE OR
HABITAT BOARD MEMBERS (ALSO AVAILABLE AT THE DOOR)

PLEASE SUPPORT LAWRENCE COUNTY HABITAT FOR HUMANTIY

BUILDING HOUSES/BUILDING HOPE

FOR MORE INFO: 762-8185
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Bill King (Loulie Brown’s nephew) who was in a motorcycle accident.
...We extend our love and sympathy to Tim and Maggie Spencer on the death of Tim’'s
niece Sharon. The Spencer’s appreciate everyone’s prayers during Sharon’s iliness.
Tim has gone to Florida to be with family.

PULASKI DISTRICT UNITED METHODIST WOMEN MISSION EDUCATION EVENT
Please mark your calendars. The Pulaski District UMW Mission Education event will be
held at Coleman Memorial United Methodist Church on August 15™. The church office
has registration forms for this event. You must register by August 11. You do not have
to be a member of the UMW to attend the study.

BACK TO SCHOOL BLOCK PARTY
COLEMAN MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
322 NORTH MILITARY AVENUE
SATURDAY, AUGUST 1 - 2:00 - 5:00 P.M.
INFLATABLES
REFRESHMENTS
DOOR PRIZES & LIVE MUSIC
ALL FREE
stk i bl i e ey

| Will Be Loyal

To The United Methodist Church And
Support It With: My Presence:
Sunday, July 26, 2009

8:15 a.m. Worship Attendance.............. 40
Sunday school Attendance................... 75
10:30 a.m. Worship Attendance.......... 106

My Service: Sunday, Aug. 02, 2009
Acolytes: tha

Loaves and Fishes: Tues. & Thurs.
Tues. August 4, Linda Newton, Ray Price Martha Jo & Jerry Gibbs
Thurs. August 6, Jean Robertson, Martha Jo & Jerry Gibbs

SCHOOL SUPPLIES
School will be back in session in another week and school supplies are needed for
those who can’t purchase their own. If you would like to donate any of the following




items, please drop them off at the church office:

Any donated items will be taken to WDXE to help “fill up the bus” on the square, or to
Ann Brown to be used for children in the “Safe and Smart” program. Thank you for
helping with this project.
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