Mark 9:30-37 * Then they departed from there and passed through Galilee, and
Hedid not want anyoneto know it. 3 For Hetaught His disciples and said to them, " The
Son of Man isbeing betrayed into the hands of men, and they will kill Him. And after Heis
killed, He will risethethird day." 32 But they did not under stand this saying, and were
afraid to ask Him. ** Then He cameto Capernaum. And when Hewasin thehouse He
asked them, " What wasiit you disputed among yourselves on theroad?" 3 But they kept
silent, for on theroad they had disputed among themselves who would bethe greatest. *
And He sat down, called thetwelve, and said to them, " If anyone desiresto befirst, he shall
belast of all and servant of all." * Then Hetook a little child and set him in the midst of
them. And when He had taken him in Hisarms, He said to them, 3 " Whoever receives one
of theselittle children in My namereceives M e; and whoever receilvesMe, receivesnot Me
but Him who sent Me."

STAND UPRIGHT AND UNDERSTAND - GREAT ISTHE ONE WHO SERVES

If youwereto take atrek through the South Eastern part of Israd, after walking through
miles of desert wilderness you would eventually cometo alake. But if you heppened to be thirsty
from your long hike, that lake wouldn't do you any good. The dead seain Southern Israd has
such a high concentration d salt that you can literally simply float along in it, with ou any effort,
or soI'm told. I’ ve never tried it myself. This may soundlike fun, bu there is a serious problem
here. Imagine apieceof woodabou 5 fed long with ancther %2 afoot of metal attadhed to the
end. Now take that wood davn to the river and daceit in the water, it would float, certainly, bu
| don't care how you ptt it into the water, that pieceof woodin notimeis going to be floating
along straight up and davn with the metal under water.

The same principle gpliesto the human bod/ and sincethe heal is the heaviest part of the
body, uniessyou can breahe through your toes, you are going to havered problems, if youtry to
float in the Dead Sea

By the same token we ae going to have ahuge problem floating upright when we dlow
our healsto be stuffed full of the knowledge of thisworld and ou own greaness The phrase
big-headednessisredly avery appropriate description d us. In to the head comes al kinds of
prideful thoughts. “Your not such abad guy.” “ Y ep, last month | stopped and said hell 0 to some
miserable bedragged beggar.” “ | go to church every Sunday, that’s pretty good.” “ I’'m married to
the prettiest girl around,certainly | am something spedal.” Or in my case, “| know Hebrew, and
Greek, | know the Bible, everyone sits relatively still on Sunday for half an hou, just to listen to
me.” Weloveto grab hdd of these ideas and stuff them into ou head. And slowly our head
expands and kefore we know it we ae floating upside down, urable to breah spiritualy, urable
to hea Christ, becaise our big head is surrounded by the sin fill ed water of thisworld. This of
course only makes matters worse, becaise while we ae sinking straight down we beli eve that we
arerising farther and farther abowve dl other men, and we praise ourselves for being such grea
people, such grea Christians.

Thisisthe position that we find the disciplesin, in ou text this morning. Immediately
precaling our text threeof the disciples had been chosen by Jesus to acampany Him to the top
of amourtain, were they experienced a magnificent event. The Lord Jesus Christ been
transformed and had shore li ke the sun. Meanwhil e the rest of the disciples were down below the



mourtain proving just how much they thought of themselves by attempting to cast out a demon,
withou God's help, withou praying.

The Lord now needs to shovel this nonsense out their heads  they can float up right and
understand the true nature of greanessin the Church of God.

| had afriend who was in the amy and we were chatting abou how he was diff erent now
that he had been in the servicefor afew yeas. One of the things that struck me, was the fad that
he said he couldn't stand to have to repea thingsto people. He said in the amy you are told orce
and you hed better listen becaise they won't tell you asecondtime. And he had gotten used to
that and expeded it of other people now too.

My sister whois married has asimliar problem with her husband, she complains to me that
Jason rever listens to anything she says or at least never remembersit. To which Jason repli es that
if shewouldn't talk for hours on end abou nothing, maybe he would li sten to her when she had
something important to say.

These ae but afew examples of how people donit listen or dori't remember or just don't
bather to dowhat they hea, bu you ndicethisis nathing like what the disciples were faang, it
wasn't simply a matter of Jesus having to repea this over and ower because the disciples kept
forgetting. It wasn't amatter of the disciples tuning Him out and nd listening to what He was
saying. Thiswas amatter of their being unable to understand, to comprehend His message. This
was ared problem for them. How many times had Jesus explained to them that He was going to
die andthen rise from the dead again? It is a pretty simple statement, yet the disciplesdorit
understand and they are draid to ask Jesus?

The disciplesdon't understand. They can’t percave what Christ istalking abou because,
their heads are to fill ed with visions of their own glory. They are too busy courting the number of
mansions that will be theirs when Christ beacomes king to stop and think for a moment perhaps
Christ istelling us Heis not that type of king. Andif that thought ever occurred to them even for
aseoond,if even for aminute the idea etered their brains: Maybe Christ istelling usHeis
adually going to de. Maybe Hiswords do nd have ahidden meaning. Maybe His kingdom is not
of thisworld, if that thought crept through their minds at all, they chased it out immediately as a
loathsome ideathey did na want to consider.

Christ however, is abou to give them an ojed lesonin what it meansto be gred in His
kingdom. He does this nat necessarily just because they need to be humbled, although certainly
they did. But more important than that is that if they were not humbled, if they were not turned
right side up they would na be &leto understand, they would na be &leto see how gred, howv
beautiful this sSmple message was, the Son d Man came to serve men. God hmself descended
from on high to bring salvation to all men through His own humble deah. Andwith ou this
message they were dl | ost, with ou this knowledge, the grea service of God, they were dl
doamed. Most espeaally | think Christ had Judas in mind with this message, Judas who would
never lean to uncerstand this, bu would remain upside in his own selfish thoughts; who would
drownin pride.

But let us not make the mistake of thinking that we ae better than the gostles that we
dorit have the problem of our pride turning us upside down so that we caana understand, hav
gred isthis one who came to serve us. Indeed we have aserious problem with dang exadly this.
For the devil | ovesto inflate the prideful thoughts of our heads % that we too remain upside
down drowning. It starts with these simple words: | would never dothat! Or | have never dore



that! Look aroundat all these people sitting with you in church. Y ou knav them, some you knowv
better than athers. But, | am willi ng to guess you knav them al fairly well. Andif you dorit
know them you still have some kind o an ideg based onfad or fiction, d what type of people
they are.

And when we have these ideas we pick through them one by one until we find something
that separates me from him. Sometimes we dorit have to pick very long, sometimes we have to
virtually make it up. But then that dreaded statement comes into our minds, that idea “1 have
never/ | would never dothat.” You seewe look for something bad in ather people so that we can
tell ourselvesthat we ae better. Now thisisthe sin of pride andisasin. Sinceitisasinit
condemns us before the law. Y et Christ has paid the price of our sin and nd even this sn can
condemn us when we stand in Christ. And so the red danger hereis not simply the fad that such
athouwght isasin, bu where this ssemingly littl e sin awaysleads. Christ isnolonger the Savior
of methe dhief of sinners. No, naw, He is the Savior of me the onewhoisnat quite & bad as that
other people. And nav Satan hasredly gotten usinto troulde, worse than the fad that we ae
arrogant, al Satan nowv needs usto dois commit one sin, ore small sin. Then he takes that sin and
asif it were asharp sword he pierces us through the heat with it. He cnvicts us of the evil ness
of that sin, and naw all of asudden we have no Savior left. Sincewe had in our own minds made
Jesus the Savior, na of the ultimate sinner, but the Savior of the one who was better than
everyone dse, now that we ae the ultimate sinner we have no Savior left. If | know that | am a
Christian because look at those other people, and look hav goodl am in comparison, then |
know nothing. Satan will trip me up and when he does | am nat left with any type of Savior.
When | fall down below thase who | presume canna be Christians because ook at what they do,
then all of asudden | canna be aChristian either.

Pride therefore blinds us to the knowledge of the true greanessof the one who came to
serve us. It blinds usto the fad that Christ died onthe adossfor the ultimate sinner, for King
Herod, for Emperor Nero, for Jeff ery Dommer, yes even for those pil ots who pupaosely crashed
into the world trade center towers. It isonly when we swall ow our pride that we ae @leto see
and uncarstand that yes Christ died for the greaest of sinners, of whom I chief. And then Satan
canna touch us. No sin can ever torment us again. There is no acaisation that can stand against
us, for every one of those sinsis taken care of in Christ’s deah and resurredion.

The disciples were d@tempting to claim glory, to baast redly in who they were. Peter,
James and Johnwere undoultedly saying, “look we saw the Lord transfigured. He dhose usto see
this awesome event. Obviously the Lord thinks that we ae something speaal.” | don't know what
the other disciples came bad with, what they used to attempt to prove they were greder, bu
human imaginationis very goodat coming up with things like that when the occasion demandsit.
So | am sure that the other nine disciples all had reasons for concluding they were greaer. The
point isthe Lord comes along and he lets them know, you are floating upside down. You are
looking at every thing the wrong way. Thefirst shall be last. These people that you think are the
gredest they areredly the least and these people that you think are the lowliest they are redly the
gredest. Now in order to show the disciples just how far this went, just truly how far they ought
to humble themselves, He cdl s alittle diild. He sets that child right in the midd e of them. And He
tellsthem in no urcertain terms that the one who welcomes a dhild such asthisin my name, heis
the gredest in heaven.



Jesusis not saying that you owght to simply go upto the dild and shake it hand say hi and
move on. When Jesus sys that we ought to welcome alittl e child, that implies aresporsibility.
That means that you feed it and cloth it and give it a placeto sleg and clothsto wea. That you
take caeof it. That youin fad love it and giveit everything that it needs.

| guaranteeyou these words were no soorer out of His mouth than the disciples were
thinking, bu that’s women’swork. Andthat is exadly Christ’s point. Yesit isamother’s work
that Christ istalking abou. And what does Christ say abou that work. He exalts it to the highest
pasition. The work of a mother, raising and caring for children, bringing them upin the fea and
admonition d the Lord, that service, when it is done in conredion with the name of Jesus, that is
when it is dore out of love for him, that work is beyondand more predous to ou God than the
mightiest ads of the gostle, the most powerful mirades by the prophets. When Elij ah stood on
the top d Mournt Carmel and cdled down fire from heaven to prove that the Lord God alone was
God and there was no aher beside him, that ad was not as grea as a mother bringing upasingle
child to know his Savior.

But what has our society done? They have degraded, laughed at, and abharred this most
predous of all tasks. They claim they have liberated women. They claim that it is a new age when
women will nolonger be kept as daves in the home. But they are floating upside down, they
canna see orredly. Andthey have taken from themselves the most glorious pasition they could
ever hold. The society in Jesus' time was no dfferent. No ore would have thought twice dou a
mother raising her children, the men of Christ time left it to the women as atask that was beneah
them. But Jesus shows the disciples this most lowly of all tasks that youthink is  far beneah
you, that task in the kingdom of heaven is the most glorious. And those who doit out of love for
Him, will be the most honaed.

Andthe leson dees naot stop thereit is applicable to every small task, every work that the
world thinks insignificant. The world dces not care ébou the missonary over in Africa the world
does nat think very highly of thase who give their time and money to the service of the Church. In
fad the world daes nat think very highly about the Church at all.

The gostle Paul in our scripture reading this morning states that he will glory in his
afflictions. Because somehow through his efflictions greaer glory isgivento the Lord. In his
afflictionsisthe work of the Lord better accomplished. Thisis definitely not anything the world
would baast abou, or glory in.

In what do you glory? Do you take pride in your house? Do you show off your wardrobe?
Do you give yourself a pat onthe bad for your own elegance and style, your beautiful vacdion
home or comfortable ca? Do you pride your self on any of these whil e the work of the Lord is
being held bad by your unwilli ngnessto serve, your unwilli ngnessto serve with you time and
with your money? Shame on you and shame on me too, for far too dten have | also shruken badk
form being the first to serve. Far better, far far better would it be if today | saw nothing in front of
me but worn and faded clothing, onthe bads of thase who gave everything to the service of the
Lord, then if | saw gloriously arrayed individuals who have notime and nomoney for the work of
the Lord. Thereis nothing wrong, with vacaions and beautiful houses and well dressd
individuals, if the Lord has blessed you with such gifts, praise His name and enjoy His gifts with
thanksgiving. Thereis something horribly wrong with men who ignore the needs of their church,
because their heads are drowning in their own pride, the pride of their possesgons. Because they
spend their time and money on their own comfort and pride rather than onthe work of the Lord.
Because they think they need anew ca or anew boat of anew TV.



Lean with the disciples the grea the wonderful news of how grea is He who came to
serve us, who loved me the sinner, and standing up straight give glory to God, by thinking first
and foremost of what you can give to His work. Because He has given you so much, can you nd
give him but alittl €? In the dossof Christ we glory. And sedang that greda servicewhich He
rendered to us we delight to serve him, with the first and the best of all we have.

Six weeksis not such avery long time, and certainly it seanslikeit has flown by. At the
same time however, that first day when | met Pastor Wilke & the camp in Western Michigan, and
began my service here s avicar, seansto be along time ayo. Perhaps smply becaise so much
has happened in the mean time. But | leare tomorrow and in the time that foll ows, if you look
bad and remember me, | hopeit isonly as avoice proclaiming the Word of God, for that is all
that | wish to be. However you remember me though | leave you with this Word from our God.
Thus saysthe Lord, who rever lies, “For | know the thoughtsthat | think toward you, says
the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to giveyou a futureand a hope.” Glory,
therefore, in the suffering, in the work that the Lord has given to you, so that His plans may be
acomplished among you. In the blesang of the Lord | leave you, may He ever grant wisdom and
understanding to your Pastors, and may He increase in the heats of everyone of you the love of
Christ to serve Him with gladness Grea is He who hes srved usand daes even now serve His
Church, and gredly is His name to be praised, hov and forever more. Amen



