

Page 1 of 11

Eaglebrook Church  Minocqua, WI  Sunday June 12, 2005  

Church Theology  Ephesians 1:1-2
Introduction


Last week as we looked at the first chapter of Ephesians we talked a bit about the mystery of God’s will that has now been revealed.  Whether we know it or not, we are part of that mystery.  Some of us are more mysterious than others of us, ( but all who are believers in Jesus Christ are part of the mystery of God called the Church.

The very idea of the church which is so common to us was absolutely unheard of and unimagined in the minds of Old Testament people.  There were hints in the Scriptures but God did not reveal his plan for the Church until the New Testament.  So even though you may be new to the faith or new to the Bible you know something that Abraham didn’t know and that Moses didn’t know and that David didn’t know.  You know about the church.
Ephesians – Christmas Eve instructions

In the book of Ephesians that we are looking at today, we have the most complete theology in the Bible of this thing called the Church.  If you were up on Christmas Eve and the Church was a present you were assembling for your children in the morning, Ephesians would be an important part of the assembly instructions.  Most of us don’t read those instructions on Christmas Eve, but we live to regret it.  


So since Eaglebrook is just getting off the ground, in fact that today is only our third public service, means it would be a good to take a look at the instructions, even things that we already know, so we can put the pieces of the Church together correctly.

Verses 1 and 2


I want to have us start this morning with verses 1 and 2 in chapter 1 of Ephesians, with some of the details in the instruction book that we might normally skip over. There are some things in these 2 simple verses that I think we will find encouraging and helpful.

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, to the saints who are at Ephesus, and who are faithful in Christ Jesus.  2  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.


Writing from his Roman prison Paul sent off this letter with whom?  Anyone remember from last week….Tychicus.  It may not seem like there is too much in these first two verses, but imagine for a moment that you are reading this for the first time.
Paul’s Credentials – Pakistan Preaching

Paul identifies himself as an apostle.  We take it for granted we have heard it so much, but for these folks that would not have been the case.  
Just this past week I received an invitation to go and preach in Pakistan.  It is from a person who is the head of a ministry there called the Evangelical Ministries of Pakistan.  In doing some research before answering him, it seems that this invitation has been sent out to a number of people, so even though the request came to me personally, I think it is a generic request to come and speak at a conference.  I asked this morning by e-mail for further information and for references here in the U.S. to learn more about the group.
But imagine for a moment that you are a Pakistani who has only heard the message of Islam and has never heard about Christ.  Would it make a difference to you that Paul, the writer of this book, is claiming to be an apostle, a “sent one” from God?  I think it would make a huuuge difference.  I think it would get your attention right away.  You would either have goose bumps just thinking about reading what an apostle wrote, or you would be skeptical that any such thing is really possible.
Constitution Committee

During the week over the past three weeks I believe, or is it two and it just feels like 3 already…a group of us have been working drafting a church constitution to bring to you as a body for review, revision and acceptance.  As we have worked on the details we have had some good give and take and discussion about what should or should not go into that document.


That discussion takes place around some good pizza and desserts and coffee and soda, and is in a setting where we laugh and enjoy each other’s company.  As we are working on this draft of the constitution we are very much aware that none of us are apostles.  None of us has the last say on anything.  We are hammering things out together, exploring and discussing and debating and challenging with one another.  And it is going very well.

But that process of interaction and discussion in coming to a final document is far different than what we have in front of us here today.  What we have here today is THE authoritative Word of God coming directly from an apostle.  This is the truth about the Church.


I know that may seem like a no-brainer to say, particularly in a Bible believing church, but being reminded that this information is the authoritative description of the Church is helpful, so that we don’t downplay the wonderful things that Paul tells us here.

Saints

And here is one of those wonderful things:  Paul the sent one says that he is writing to the saints who are Ephesus.  The word “saints” comes from the Greek word hagios.  It means “holy ones.  When he says this we know he is writing to the entire Church, not just a subset of “really good Christians.”  Every believer is a saint, a holy one.

Has it occurred to you down into the depth of your soul that as a believer in Christ, you are holy to God, that you are one of his “holy ones?”  
Imagine the most prized possession you own, whatever that may be.  That favorite fishing pole that you inherited from your Grandfather and would never consider taking fishing because of what it means to you just hanging on the wall.


That plate that you have sitting on a dresser or counter, with the lace doily on it.  Given to you by your Mother who has now passed away, it would break your heart if it would be broken.  It isn’t so much the actual value of it that makes it holy to you. It is a “holy” thing because of your relationship with your mother.


Whatever that possession is, its “holiness” pales in comparison to what this word means about you and me being saints.  To be holy is to be a special possession, a prized thing, set apart from other things.  It is significant that this value statement about us has come from the Lord himself. He has designated believers as “holy ones.”  

What a comfort when we are going through hard times, or when God is calling us to serve him, that God does not just view us as pawns in the larger scheme of things.  If you saw the new version of Star Wars:  Revenge of the Siths, you saw robots doing the bidding of their commander.  And at times we can mistakenly think of ourselves as just spiritual robots who are to respond in the same ritualistic way to God’s demanding commands.

But to think that way would be a mistake.  God’s designated apostle, the one speaking by the will of God, says that you and I as believers are “saints,” “holy ones,” set apart by God as a special possession.


Our struggle is that we can’t “see” that.  We can’t get our arms around what that means during difficult days or when we fall flat on our faces.  When we sin the last thing we feel like is some one who is holy.  But in God’s eyes we are.  
Marlie Snider

I just received word this morning by e-mail that Marlie Snider, the wife of Dr. Neil Snider the President of Trinity Western, passed away last night of breast cancer.  She has been fighting cancer for a number of years and winning, but in recent months the cancer came back.  We were there just a month ago at Trinities Graduation and one evening with the Board, Marlie was honored for her years of service.

Dr. Snider and Marlie have served at Trinity for over 30 years and we are right now in the process of looking for a new President as Neil approaches retirement and will stay on as Chancellor of the school.  What a painful time for Neil and Marlie as her life slipped away.  At a moment when they should be able to look back at the years of God’s blessing on the school and ministry, and how God blessed their efforts, this other terrible battle has come along and now Marlie is with the Lord.

How could anyone feel like a special possession of the Lord’s at a moment like this?  But I know they do, and that is where faith comes in.  Understanding that we are saints is something that we accept by faith.  Our reward from the Lord and his grace is not confined to this life alone.  God has plans for us in eternity that we cannot imagine, and there are times when he takes his special possessions home to be with him.  

Let it be part of your thinking that God calls you holy and prizes you, even when times are difficult and nothing else make sense.
Faithful

The next word that Paul uses to describe the Ephesians is “faithful.”  Aren’t you glad that the word here describing the Ephesians isn’t “successful?”  Or “perfect?”  No, the word he used to describe them is “faithful.”  Whatever level we are at in our Christian walk, from being babes to being mature in Christ, to having fallen, to having never fallen, one thing that we all have in common is that we can be faithful.


Only a few of us will be Greek Scholars or professors or Billy Grahams and so on, but all of us can be faithful.  God is looking for faithful people, not successful people.  God would rather have faithfulness in a person than talent.

Moses


Do you remember the first job the Lord gave Moses?  It was as a spokesman.  Moses was going to be sent to talk to the man who was the head of a kingdom, the Pharaoh.  Talk about a nerve wracking experience.  And besides fear, Moses had another problem.  He had a speech impediment.  We don’t know what it was, but it is variously described as being “slow of speech and tongue.


“Lord if you are looking for a fast runner, you got the wrong guy!   I’m slow at the very thing you want to have me do.  This makes no sense.  I’m the wrong guy for the relay team.”


God’s response?  “Not only are you going to be on the team, you are going to run the anchor leg where we need the fastest person to win the race for us.”


Why does God function this way? God doesn’t need talent.  He is the talent!  He is looking for people who are faithful, not talented.  As he told Moses, “I know what I am doing.  In fact I made your mouth, so I know exactly how it works.  I need some one who will do what I ask them to do.”


Built on the foundation of our faith in Christ, God is looking for one thing from us personally and as Eaglebrook Church:  faithfulness.  He’ll take care of the rest. 

Grace and Peace

What Paul says next is:  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

When we think about grace, if we have done any study on it, we think about the classic definition that Grace is the undeserved favor of God.
Justice, Mercy and Grace contrasted

There is an old comparison that is helpful in understanding better what Grace is.  Justice is what happens when we get what we deserve.  Mercy is what happens when we don’t get what we deserve.  And Grace is what happens when we DO GET what we don’t deserve, in a very positive way.


Let me say that again:  Justice is getting what we deserve.  Mercy is NOT getting what we deserve.  And Grace getting what we don’t deserved in a very positive way.


When Paul says to the Ephesians “Grace to you and peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ” he is not just saying “hello to them.  He is invoking a blessing on them, it is a prayer in a sense.  It is his wish, but because he is an apostle of God, he is also telling them something about the flavor of God’s relationship with them and what God plans for it to be like.


Paul is not going to prayer for them something that God does not intend, and he is not going to put in this letter, inspired by the Holy Spirit, content that does not fit with the will of God.


God intends for us to be recipients of his grace.  We understand that when it comes to salvation.  We are aware that we don’t deserve forgiveness and that Christ died to pay a penalty that we could not pay.  We know about that kind of grace as a point in time kind of thing, and that at a point in time we accept or receive that grace when we say yes to God’s offer of forgiveness.


But Paul is talking about ongoing grace.  Grace that doesn’t stop. Grace that is part of the nature of the relationship between us and God.


I don’t know if you sometimes feel the way that I do, but there are times when I am praying and I feel so embarrassed in doing so, because of knowing how often I fail the Lord.  I am thinking, “Wow, what must he be thinking and how in the world can I behave one way and fail him, and then be here asking him for help on some item?”  And there is a sense in which it is ok to have that struggle.  We should want to live holy lives and not be hypocrites.

But the fact of the matter is that God INTENDS for grace to come our way and to keep coming our way, not just at the point of salvation.  Why?  Why does he intend that?  First because of his character, but second, because there IS NO OTHER way!  We don’t deserve his favor.  We deserve his wrath.  So were it not for grace, we would have no hope in our relationship with God, not just for salvation, but moment by moment. 


God intends for the atmosphere of our relationship with him to be an atmosphere of grace.  Grace in his outpouring, grace in his communication, grace in his plans for our future.  God is a God of grace.


There are two things I would say about that:  First, accept it and enjoy it, and second, become like that.  We are to be like our heavenly Father.  We are to extend grace to people, to each other.  What a wonderful thing it would be for Eaglebrook to be a place that is known for its gracious relationships with people.

Relatives

When I was growing up we had some relatives who shall remain nameless because they are still living, who were not gracious people.  The tone of their conversation with one another and with others was one with either a whine or a sarcastic ending to it each phrase.  It is hard to imagine that anyone could keep that up in every sentence, but it was so practiced at home that that is how things came out.  The flavor of their language and relationships with one another was not gracious and it showed.


God’s tone and actions toward us are the opposite of this.  God reaches out with his grace and he is not stingy about it.  He wants our relationship with him and our relationships with others to be marked by this kind of grace.

Peace

And in addition to and perhaps because of that grace, he intends for us to experience peace.  


Paul is praying that the Ephesians would experience God’s grace and his peace.  I think that is badly misunderstood at times.


I have to tell you that sometimes when we think about “peace” in Christian terms, we think of a personality on sleeping pills.  You know, sort of a milk toast personality that has no emotional highs or lows and is always able to speak in a stained glass gentle voice.  But that’s not it.

Pastor “X”

I remember at my mother’s funeral the man who presided.  And he did a nice job.  But there was something that felt inauthentic about him.  He is a very kind man, but it was like some one had turned on the “delay” setting for everything he did.  He walked slowly, he smiled slowly, he raised his eyebrows slowly.  He even shooed away flies slowly.  As he was reading Scripture a fly flew near him and in his face back and forth.  And instead of shooing it off, he moved his hand slowly across his face, back and forth, as though he was keeping time to a slow moving orchestra number.  You know, get with it!  Just get rid of the fly!


That is not the kind of peace that Paul is talking about.  He is talking about genuine peace that comes from God.  He isn’t talking about having a personality of peace or the mannerisms of peace or even an attitude of peace.  He is talking about God pouring out his peace on them.

He says, “Grace and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”  In the same way that “grace” is not our possession, but God’s to pour out, this kind of “peace” isn’t the peace that we can generate or practice or mature into.  This peace is peace that is God given.  This is the peace that passes all understanding.  The peace that others see in believers and that at times we don’t see ourselves, that God has given us even when things around us aren’t going well.


It is the kind of peace that Marlie Snider had last month, not long before she would pass away, as she sat with us for dinner, knowing that her time was short.


God intends this kind of peach for you and I.  That is the message here.  If we could measure God’s peace, and we can’t because it is infinite, it is like there is a storehouse of peace in heaven, and God in his grace and mercy can take scoops of peace from that warehouse and sprinkle it into our lives abundantly not only when some particular crisis is going on, but on a daily basis.  God intends for the atmosphere of our relationship with him to be one of peace.


Ok, so how do I apply this if it something that God supplies and I can’t?


First understand God’s intentions toward us, and more than his intentions, his actions.  Know that God is in the practice of pouring his peace out on us.  He is not in the business of creating anxiety.  If God is sending peace then, why don’t we experience it more often?  That answer is that we can quench the Spirit.  God can pour out his peace and we can refuse it.  We can have it bouncing off, choosing to focus not on the promises of his Word, but on the circumstances around us.

Dr. Howard Hendricks asked a friend one time, “How are you doing?”  They answered, “Ok, under the circumstances.”  He replied, “What are you doing under there?”  You see we can choose to live our lives under the circumstances or in God’s grace and peace.


What an encouragement to know that God intends for us to be at peace.  The message we receive in our inbox from God, is not “be filled with anxiety and worry,” but rather, receive my grace and be at peace.  Relax.  I’ve got it under control and in the end, even when there are sad goodbyes, like there will be for Marlie Snider today, all will be well.


We can count on it.  A man sent directly from God, an apostle named Paul in the power of the Holy Spirit, has told us so.


Prayer

