Haiti Committee Meeting – February 10, 2009
Members present: Pat Garrison, Teri Beard, Jerry Lopez, Bill Kelly, Henri Ford, Kae Varma, Sarah Inwood, Lynn Abernethy, Chris Probst, Leslie Beard, and Char Warren

1. Opening Prayer

2. Finance Report – Bill distributed the checking account report showing an available balance of $13,959.28.  As usual, $5420 will be sent for teachers’ salaries and direct food aid for June-November 2009.  The CD’s balance is $36,696.85.

3. Thank You notes – Leslie Beard made a motion (second by Pat Garrison) to make a written request to Father Bill and Cherie, the Church Secretary to provide a list of donors to the Haiti Committee. In the past, the list has been used to send thank you notes...  Bill Kelly said that he was not receiving the donor names as frequently as before...  Jerry Lopez brought up this issue to the Finance Council.  Jerry said that a list of donors giving $100.00 or greater was more practical than the $50.00 donation.  A written request will be sent to Father Bill and Cherie, the Church Secretary.
4. Soles 4 Souls – Chris Probst reported that St Vincent de Paul Society is collecting shoes, along with a $2.00 donation in the church vestibule until Sunday, February 22.
5. Jerry and Henri’s trip to Haiti – Jerry presented a photo presentation of Our Lady of Mt Carmel Church and the other 3 chapels that serve Cabaret and the surrounding areas.  Jerry presented a handout of Haiti Requirements that Pere Guy and Jerry and Henri discussed during their visit.  Henri will present the program again for those who missed this presentation.  Jerry stated that Pere Guy’s first concern was rebuilding the wall around the rectory, at a cost of $21,000.00.  Other priorities detailed in the handouts included school books, batteries, and a kitchen, latrine and water installation at Bellanger for the school. 
6. Dental Mission – Henri stated that the church layout would provide rooms and alcoves for treatments and a waiting area for the patients.

7. Fund Raising – Jerry has proposed petitioning other parishes for help with funds to accomplish the many needs of Cabaret.  Lynn Abernethy suggested a PowerPoint Presentation would be useful when speaking with parish pastors.

8. Lynn will email committee members since a vote will be needed to use a portion of the CDs set aside for a future school building.  As required by the committee, there must be a 75% approval vote to use the CDs for a purpose other than school construction.

9. Sea Container - Henri and Jerry stated Pere Guy requested clothing for this year’s sea container.  Also, Lynn stated we will continue to ask for donations of school supplies, hand crank batteries, soccer balls and bikes.  Lynn will send out an email about the Sea Container project.
10. Closing Prayer

.
Submitted February 15, 2009 by Pat Garrison
