Haiti Committee Meeting –March 10, 2009
Members present: Pat Garrison, Jerry Lopez, Bill Kelly, Henri Ford, Kae Varma, Sarah Inwood, Lynn Abernethy, Chris Probst, Sara Frinak, Laurie Stahl, Janine Babbitt, Kathleen Tajeu, Johnny Meagher and Char Warren

1. Opening Prayer

2. Finance Report – Bill distributed the checking account report showing an available balance of $14,338.36.  As usual, $5420 will be sent for teachers’ salaries and direct food aid for June-November 2009.  The CD’s balance is $36,696.85.

3. Sea Container – Lynn stated there were two weeks left for collecting goods.  She asked members to bring gently used clothing to be packed per Pere Guy’s request.  Lynn asked members to remind others that more donations were needed.  Packing is scheduled for March 21, 22 and 23.  Sleep mats will be packed at Leslie’s house.  Lynn will send out an email for packing volunteers.

4. Prayer Time – The committee discussed prayers for Haiti.  Instead of the Chaplet before the meeting, it was suggested that Haiti prayers could be combined with the church’s Adoration at 7pm after the meeting.  This change was agreed upon by members.  Once the Prayer subcommittee is in place, prayer cards and other prayer times may be instituted.

5. Pere Guy Visit – Based on the February 24th meeting with Fr Bill, Jerry will contact Pere Guy with two possible dates for his visit to Auburn: May 16th – to coincide with the Parish Picnic or May 30th as an alternate date.

6. Food For the Poor – Jerry reported that he had heard from the Headquarters of Food For The Poor.  Jerry stated that contacts from this organization will be in Cabaret and will help us by looking at the wall construction and getting another estimate.  Also, Jerry asked if they would look into the cost of tin, economy grade versus a better grade of tin for the roof at St Gerard.  Jerry found out that Food For The Poor ships goods two times per month from Florida to Haiti.  Jerry asked Fr Tony about the Fisheries project in Cabaret and about solar panels.
7. Funds to Pere Guy – Jerry will email or call Pere Guy as to when funds are needed for the wall and school project and batteries.  ($10,000 for the school project, $21,000 fro the Wall and $1000 for batteries.)
8. April meeting – Lynn reminded committee members that at the April meeting we will discuss upcoming elections for the committee.  Chris Probst will be the Chairperson so; Chair-elect, Treasurer and Secretary Positions will be open for nominations.  Lynn requested that Bill and Pat tell Lynn if they wish to continue in their positions.  In addition, we will continue forming subcommittees.  Sarah Inwood asked if these groups would be attending the monthly Committee Meetings.  Lynn stated that the subcommittees would function independently, and would report to the committee as needed.  It was not necessary that all subcommittee members come to all of the monthly committee meetings.

9. Cabaret Video – Henri shared his video of Cabaret and the surrounding villages and chapels.  The video showed the members a good view of buildings and the needs of the parish.  We viewed the collapsed wall around the rectory, solar panels and water tower.  We saw where the kitchen and latrine will be built.  We viewed the crumbling tin roof at St Gerard and the blue tarp chapel.  Finally, we saw a view of Port Au Prince, 45 minutes from Cabaret.
Submitted March 14, 2009 by Pat Garrison
