Haiti Minutes

April 14, 2009

Present:  Chris Probst, Lynn Abernethy, John Meagher, Leslie Beard, Jim Doyle, Mike Heitzman, Jerry Lopez, Bill Kelly, Jill Heitzman, and Janine Babbitt

1. Opening prayer

2. Leslie shared an article published in the April 20-27 issue of America magazine which reports on the protection of deportation for Haitians in the US.  If anyone would like to send letters supporting this protection status, Leslie can email the address information to the appropriate Congressional representative.

3. Finance Report—Bill Kelly reported on the activity in the checking account and three certificates of deposit.  Bill will forward teachers salaries and food aid amounting approximately $2700 next week.  The total shipping costs for the sea container was $672.  
4. Lynn Abernethy reported that the donations for the sea container shipment were fairly good.  As planned, there was no food or school supplies included this year.  We did ship 60 sleep mats and a total of 40 boxes of medical and person hygiene products.  

5. Jerry Lopez reported on the progress made with Food for the Poor to re-estimate the cost of the retaining wall.  Sandra DeVoe is the Food for the Poor representative in Ft. Lauderdale.  Jerry has had trouble corresponding with the organization, and to date, there has not been a new estimate for the wall construction.  After further discussion, it was decided that we would send out the $21,000 for the wall, kitchen, latrine, and batteries NEXT week if we do not hear from Food for the Poor before then.  Jerry Lopez stated he would contact Pere Guy in reference to how much of these funds he needs immediately.  

6. A tentative schedule for Pere Guy’s visit to Auburn was reviewed.  He will visit from Thursday, May 14 until Monday, May 18.  We will have a pot luck dinner on Saturday, May 16th held at Leslie Beard’s house after Mass.

7. Discussion was held regarding the volume of emails on the Google group.  Please do not use the Google group email address unless it is intended for the entire group.  Emails to specific individuals should be sent to their personal email.  

8. Elections for new officers will be done in May.  The following positions are open:  Chairperson-elect and Secretary.  Provided there is no other person interested, Bill Kelley stated that he would continue serving as Treasurer, and Chris Probst will serve as Chairperson.  

9. Subcommittees have been tentatively written with responsibilities and agendas.  (See attached)  If there are any changes or corrections to the list, please contact Lynn Abernethy.  Committee members were encouraged to prayerfully consider which subcommittees they would prefer to serve on.  Although they may not need to attend every month, subcommittees should make a monthly report to the regular committee meeting.  Persons can serve on more than one subcommittee.  Additionally, subcommittees are not intended to make final decisions without the proper consultation with the entire committee.
10. Discussion was held regarding using the back of the May calendar to announce Pere Guy’s arrival and other Haiti Committee updates.  We also hope to update the website with new information.  
