
 

 

St. Pat's role latest of many for a very busy woman 
 BY BOB FLAHERTY STAFF WRITER  
[ Originally published on: Thursday, January 31, 2008 ]  

 

NORTHAMPTON - When the Northampton contingent of the St. Patrick's Parade hits the streets of 

Holyoke March 30, one city native will be there, wielding the famed Blackthorn: the walking stick of 

yore.  

 

Joan Finn, 73, an irrepressible bundle of energy who hasn't slowed 

since her childhood days running down State Street, has been selected 

as parade marshal for the city contingent. People who know her well 

hope there won't be any holdups, slowdowns or lags in this year's 

parade. Joan Finn's got things to do and people to see.  

 

"They got hold of me at a girls' basketball game at the high school and 

asked me to come over to the Legion Hall," said Finn. "I had no idea 

what was up." 

 

Northampton's St. Patrick's Association annually bestows its highest 

honor on a city resident of Irish descent who has gone above and 

beyond in the area of civic affairs and has supported Irish culture in 

Northampton. Notables in years past have included Mike Ahearn, 

George Keefe, Joan Tobin, William Nagle, Robert Cahillane and Tom Hennessey. 

 

"We are honored to have Joan Finn lead us as we march down the streets of Holyoke in March," said 

Beth Connly of the association. "Joan epitomizes the meaning of volunteer. She really gets it."  

 

On any given day, you might see Finn at early Mass at Blessed Sacrament or volunteering at Smith 

Vocational and Agricultural High School. She's involved with Northampton Triad, St. Michael's alumni 

class of '52, Daffodil Days, and the city's Recreation Commission. 

 

"She's something," said her daughter, Kim Goggins, of Northampton. "No matter where I go, somebody 

will say, 'Oh, I just saw your mother!' She's one of those people where any trip to the supermarket 

results in conversations with 75 percent of the shoppers there - and all of them positive."  

 

Old friend and collaborator Kay Sheehan calls working with Finn on various committees a delight. 

Sheehan worked with Finn for three years on the 350th Committee. "The work was overwhelming, in a 

sense, but Joan was such a joy," said Sheehan. "Before the recent inauguration ceremonies at the Senior 

Center, she said, 'I think I'd better go down there and help prepare food.' She's the kind who just moves 

in and does it." 

Sheehan, herself a parade marshal years ago, said, "Joan will be perfectly suited to the role." 

 

http://www.dailyhampshiregazette.com/photoview.cfm?id_no=78438


That role involves a slew of appearances in coming weeks as well as the traditional passing of the 

Blackthorn stick from last year's marshal, James Coyle, at a reception Saturday. Finn's youthful energy 

should serve her well in the rigors ahead. 

"I'm the oldest one in a lot of things," said Finn, "except when I volunteer at the Council on Aging." 

Finn was born and raised in Northampton, one of five kids of Jerry and Anna Bouthilette. She graduated 

from the old St. Michael's School in 1952, and then from Northampton Commercial College. After 

many years working at various law offices in the city, she went to work as a secretary at Smith Voke in 

1981 and retired in 1998 as assistant to the director. 

 

She was married to the late Robert K. Finn, longtime principal at the Ryan Road elementary school that 

now bears his name. He died of a heart attack at the age of 52.  

"It was so sudden. My mother still had to raise my 14-year-old sister," said Goggins. "She was 

incredibly strong through all that, never felt sorry for herself. It wasn't like her life stopped; she just 

went around a different corner." 

 

Goggins looks back on a great childhood, in a house filled with humor: "My sisters and I inherited our 

parents' quick wit."  

 

Goggins also said that her mother is known as the family encyclopedia, a living reservoir of names, 

dates and things that happened.  

 

Joan Finn cherishes her years with Bob Finn. Though he's been gone 22 years now, she has never had a 

solitary thought of remarrying. "When you've had the best, it's hard to go back," she said. "We had a 

good life. For 28 years, we did better than most. The saddest thing is he never saw any of his grandkids."  

 

Finn recalls the empathy her husband had for the children at Ryan Road and the difficult home lives 

many struggled with.  "He used to say, 'You don't know what some kids have to go through just to get to 

school.'" "He always gave hugs to the kids getting off the bus. You can't do that anymore," she said. "I 

talk to him all the time," Finn said. "He never talks back." 

 

Looking ahead to the St. Patrick's Parade, Finn admits to not being 100 percent Irish. "I've got some 

French and English in me," she said, "but the kids always said they were fully Irish, so that's good 

enough for me." 

 

One of her five grandsons, Andrew Grygorcewicz, 7, has trouble picturing his grandmother as a 

marshal. "He calls me 'the Martian,'" said Finn, in characteristic family humor. 

 

As for daughter Kim Goggins, she's happy to see the honor bestowed upon her mother. 

"I'm thrilled for her to get the recognition," said Goggins. "She's not one to blow her own horn." 

Bob Flaherty can be reached at bflaherty@gazettenet.com.  

 

 

************************************************************************  

Award to honor beloved storyteller 
[ Originally published on: Monday, January 28, 2008 ]  

 



NORTHAMPTON - In honor of the late William F. O'Connor, his family and the Northampton St. 

Patrick's Association have teamed up to create a new scholarship titled the William F. O'Connor 

Shanachie Award, in memory of O'Connor, dubbed by some as the toastmaster general.  

 

He had been most recognizable as the master of ceremonies at the city's annual St. Patrick's Day 

Breakfast, co-sponsored by the Northampton St. Patrick's Association and the Northampton Chamber of 

Commerce.  

 

Applications for the award are now available in the guidance departments at Northampton High School, 

Smith Vocational High School and Hampshire Regional High School. 

 

The award will be given to a graduating senior at Northampton High School, Smith Vocational High 

School or Hampshire Regional High School. All seniors at these schools are eligible to apply. 

To qualify for the award, the student should be someone who has worked to his/her full potential during 

the high school years, and has displayed a good sense of humor and a knack for storytelling. The 

applicant does not have to be of Irish descent. 

A monetary award will be given when the student is recognized at the annual St. Patrick's Day Breakfast 

in March. The Blackthorn Band will hold a fundraiser for this award sometime in the spring. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

Notre Dame Victory March Tribute Committee  

Northampton St. Patrick's Association 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The following represents some of the print media coverage we had been involved in as we have 

promoted this 100
th

 anniversary of the most famous fight song on them of all in its birthplace of 

Holyoke, MA 

 

 



 

  



 

   Article from Holyoke St. Patrickôs Parade 2008 Program 

 

 

Two years ago, Dr. David Shea walked into a patientôs room at the Holyoke Medical Center and 

introduced himself.  With a sparkle in his eye, an energetic seventy-eight year old gentleman began to 

quiz him on the Notre Dame Victory March:  ñDo you know where the Notre Dame Victory March was 

written?ò  ñDo you know who wrote it?ò  He was told that it was written by two brothers from Holyoke 

by the name of Shea.  Dr. Shea, whose daughter was a student at Notre Dame at the time, had played 

this song during his high school days and felt compelled to verify the patientôs claim.  The man was 

right.   

 

Dr. Shea also recognized that the 100th anniversary was two years away.  Given that Holyoke is the 

home of the nationôs 2
nd

 largest St. Patrickôs Day Parade, he contacted the Notre Dame Marching Band.  

He suggested that there would be no finer tribute to these two men than having the Marching Band of 

the Fighting Irish march down the Holyoke parade route playing the Victory March in their honor.  He 

stressed it would be an opportunity to ñRally sons (and daughters) of Notre Dame, Sing her glory, and 

sound her fameò in memory of these two men.   

 

                                                                                   
 



After receiving the response ñthe Marching Band doesnôt perform in paradesò, Dr. Shea and his wife, 

Kathi, traveled to Notre Dame to plead with Dr. Ken Dye to participate in this musical milestone in the 

birthplace of the Notre Dame Victory March.  During the visit, the Sheas were struck by the large mural 

on Band Directorôs office wall.  There on the wall were the portraits of Michael and John Shea and the 

music they wrote.    During their meeting, Dr. Shea pointed to the wall mural and told Dr. Dye that he 

was there to ask for his assistance in paying tribute those two men and their contribution to Notre Dame.  

Unfortunately, Dr. Dye was not able to budge on his ñwe donôt do paradesò rule. 

 

From Notre Dameôs own site one learns that the Notre Dame Victory March is without a doubt the most 

recognizable collegiate fight song in the nation.  It was written just past the turn of the century by two 

brothers from Holyoke who were Notre Dame University graduates. Michael J. Shea, a 1905 graduate, 

wrote the music and his brother, John F. Shea, who earned degrees in 1906 and 1908, wrote the words. 

The song was copyrighted in 1908 and a piano version, complete with lyrics, was published that year. 

 

Michael, who became a priest in Ossining, N.Y., collaborated on the project with John, who lived in 

Holyoke, MA. The song's public debut came in the winter of 1908 when Michael played it on the organ 

of the Second Congregational Church in Holyoke, MA.  

 

The "Notre Dame Victory March" later was presented by the Shea brothers to the University and it first 

appeared under the copyright of the Notre Dame University in 1928. The copyright was assigned to the 

publishing company of Edwin H. Morris and the copyright for the beginning of the song is still in effect. 

The words and music which begin with the words "Cheer, cheer for Old Notre Dame" are in the public 

domain in the United States, but are protected in all territories outside of the country.  In 1969, as 

college football celebrated its centennial, the "Notre Dame Victory March" was honored as the "greatest 

of all fight songs."  

 

Michael Shea was the pastor of St. Augustine's Church in Ossining until his death in 1938. John Shea, a 

baseball monogram winner at Notre Dame, became a Massachusetts state senator and lived in Holyoke 

until his death in 1965.  

 

The Notre Dame Victory March Tribute Committee of the Northampton St. Patrickôs Association prides 

itself in bringing this 100th anniversary to the forefront.  They have worked hard to orchestrate a fitting 

and durable tribute to the composers of the Notre Dame Victory March, the city of Holyoke, and Notre 

Dame University where this song has become such an integral part of the spirit and tradition of Notre 

Dame.   

 

For the first time in over twenty-five years, the UMass Minuteman Marching Band will be marching in 

the Holyoke St. Patrickôs Day Parade.  The Tribute Committee has been instrumental in facilitating the 

bandôs participation and with the committeeôs support Dr. George Parks and his award winning 

marching band will be kicking off the parade with the Notre Dame Victory March.  The Tribute 

Committee is also sponsoring the Belchertown High School Marching Band to accompany the 

Northampton Parade contingent.  They will also play the Notre Dame Victory March.  

 

Dr. Shea summarizes his committeeôs role in this yearôs parade, ñHolyoke, MA is the birthplace of the 

Notre Dame Victory March and on this 100
th
 Anniversary of the most famous fight song in history we 

want people to know and remember it.  Our focus has been ñthe songò and this year The Notre Dame 



Victory March and its history will be well represented in the parade.ò  While the Tribute Committee was 

unable to get the Notre Dame Marching Band,  Fr. John J. Jenkins, President of Notre Dame University 

has offered his support to them by stating  ñI greatly appreciate your dedication to this effort and I pray 

that the parade and the tribute are a wonderful success.ò 

 

Tribute Committee Members 

 

B. David Shea - Chair 

Michael T. Ahearn 

Michael Cahillane 

Christine Cahillane 

Beth Connly 

Sue Doran 

Caitlyn Shea 

Kathleen Shea 
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