St. Pat's role latest of many for a very busy woman

BY BOB FLAHERTY STAFF WRITER
[ Originally published on: Thursday, January 31, 2008 ]

NORTHAMPTON- When the Northampton contingent of the St. Patrick's Parade hits the streets of
Holyoke March 30, one city native will be there, wielding the famed Blackthorn: the walking stick of
yore.

as parade marshfr the city contingent. People who know her well
hope there won't be any holdups, slowdowns or lags in this year's
parade. Joan Finn's got things to do and people to see.

"They got hold of me at a girls' basketball game at the high school and
asked me&o come over to the Legion Hall," said Finn. "I had no idea
what was up."

Northampton's St. Patrick's Association annually bestows its highest
honor on a city resident of Irish descent who has gone above and
beyond in the area of civic affairs and haspgrfed Irish culture in
ﬁm Northampton. Notables in years past have included Mike Ahearn,
George Keefe Joan Tobin, William Nagle, Robert Cahillane and Tom Hennessey.

"We are honored to have Joan Finn lead us as we march down the streets of Holyoke Insisidrch,
Beth Connly of the association. "Joan epitomizes the meaning of volunteer. She really gets it."

On any given day, you might see Finn at early Mass at Blessed Sacrament or volunteering at Smith
Vocational and Agricultural High School. She's invalweith Northampton Triad, St. Michael's alumni
class of '52, Daffodil Days, and the city's Recreation Commission.

"She's something,"” said her daughter, Kim Goggins, of Northampton. "No matter where | go, somebody
will say, 'Oh, | just saw your mother!" 88 one of those people where any trip to the supermarket
results in conversations with 75 percent of the shoppers-theckall of them positive.”

Old friend and collaborator Kay Sheehan calls working with Finn on various committees a delight.
Sheehanvorked with Finn for three years on the 350th Committee. "The work was overwhelming, in a
sense, but Joan was such a joy," said Sheehan. "Before the recent inauguration ceremonies at the Seniol
Center, she said, 'l think I'd better go down there andgrefpare food.' She's the kind who just moves

in and does it."

Sheehan, herself a parade marshal years ago, said, "Joan will be perfectly suited to the role.”


http://www.dailyhampshiregazette.com/photoview.cfm?id_no=78438

That role involves a slew of appearances in coming weeks as well as the traditional passing of th
Blackthorn stick from last year's marshal, James Coyle, at a reception Saturday. Finn's youthful energy
should serve her well in the rigors ahead.

"I'm the oldest one in a lot of things," said Finn, "except when | volunteer at the Council on Aging."”
Finnwas born and raised in Northampton, one of five kids of Jerry and Anna Bouthilette. She graduated
from the old St. Michael's School in 1952, and then from Northampton Commercial College. After

many years working at various law offices in the city, shetwework as a secretary at Smith Voke in

1981 and retired in 1998 as assistant to the director.

She was married to the late Robert K. Finn, longtime principal at the Ryan Road elementary school that
now bears his name. He died of a heart attack at thefdsp.

"It was so sudden. My mother still had to raise myyédrold sister," said Goggins. "She was

incredibly strong through all that, never felt sorry for herself. It wasn't like her life stopped; she just
went around a different corner.”

Gogginslooks back on a great childhood, in a house filled with humor: "My sisters and | inherited our
parents' quick wit."

Goggins also said that her mother is known as the family encyclopedia, a living reservoir of names,
dates and things that happened.

JoanFinn cherishes her years with Bob Finn. Though he's been gone 22 years now, she has never had a
solitary thought of remarrying. "When you've had the best, it's hard to go back," she said. "We had a
good life. For 28 years, we did better than most. Thdestdhing is he never saw any of his grandkids."

Finn recalls the empathy her husband had for the children at Ryan Road and the difficult home lives
many struggled with. "He used to say, 'You don't know what some kids have to go through just to get to
school.™ "He always gave hugs to the kids getting off the bus. You can't do that anymore," she said. "I
talk to him all the time," Finn said. "He never talks back."

Looking ahead to the St. Patrick's Parade, Finn admits to not being 100 percentuyagiot"some
French and English in me," she said, "but the kids always said they were fully Irish, so that's good
enough for me."

One of her five grandsons, Andrew Grygorcewicz, 7, has trouble picturing his grandmother as a
marshal. "He calls me 'the Mem," said Finn, in characteristic family humor.

As for daughter Kim Goggins, she's happy to see the honor bestowed upon her mother.
"I'm thrilled for her to get the recognition,” said Goggins. "She's not one to blow her own horn."
Bob Flaherty can be aehed at bflaherty@gazettenet.com.
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Award to honor beloved storyteller

[ Originally published on: Monday, January 28, 2008 ]



NORTHAMPTON- In honor of the late William F. O'Conndris family and the Northampton St.
Patrick's Association have teamed up to create a new scholarship titled the William F. O'Connor
Shanachie Award, in memory of O'Connor, dubbed by some as the toastmaster general.

He had been most recognizable as tlaster of ceremonies at the city's annual St. Patrick's Day
Breakfast, cesponsored by the Northampton St. Patrick's Association and the Northampton Chamber of

Commerce.

Applications for the award are now available in the guidance departments at Noahaddrgit School,
Smith Vocational High School and Hampshire Regional High School.

The award will be given to a graduating senior at Northampton High School, Smith Vocational High
School or Hampshire Regional High School. All seniors at these schoolgdrke ¢b apply.

To qualify for the award, the student should be someone who has worked to his/her full potential during
the high school years, and has displayed a good sense of humor and a knack for storytelling. The
applicant does not have to be of Ird#scent.

A monetary award will be given when the student is recognized at the annual St. Patrick's Day Breakfast
in March. The Blackthorn Band will hold a fundraiser for this award sometime in the spring.

Notre Dame Victory March Tribute Committee
Northampton St. Patrick's Association

The following represents some of the print media coverage we had been involved in as we have
promoted this 100" anniversary of the most famous fight song on them of all in its birthplace of
Holyoke, MA
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Article from Holyoke St. Patr
Two years ago, Dr. David Shea walked into a pat
introduced himself. With a sparkle in his eye, an energetic seeaityyear old gentleman bayto
guiz him on the Notre Dame Victory March: i Do
written?o ADo you know who wrote it?0o0 He was

by the name of Shea. Dr. Shea, whose daughter wadensiat Notre Dame at the time, had played
this song during his high school days and felt
right.

Dr. Shea also recognized that the 100th anniversary was two years away. Given that idohgke

home of tMHeangesonds. 2Patrickos Day Parade, he
He suggested that there would be no finer tribute to these two men than having the Marching Band of
the Fighting Irish march down the Holyoke padgaoute playing the Victory March in their honor. He
stressed it would be an opportunity to fARally s
sound her famedo in memory of these two men.




After receiving the response fithe Marching Band
Kathi, traveled to Notre Dame to plead with Dr. Ken Dye to participate in this musical milestone in the
birthplace of theNotre Dame Victory March. During the visit, the Sheas were struck by the large mural
on Band Directoroés office wall. There on the w
music they wrote. During their meeting, Dr. Shea pointed tw#flemural and told Dr. Dye that he

was there to ask for his assistance in paying tribute those two men and their contribution to Notre Dame.
Unfortunatel vy, Dr . Dye was not able to budge on

From Notr e Da measthadbtherNotre Dame ViadanyeMarth is without a doubt the most
recognizable collegiate fight song in the nation. It was written just past the turn of the century by two
brothers from Holyoke who were Notre Dame University graduates. Michael J.aSt@@6 graduate,

wrote the music and his brother, John F. Shea, who earned degrees in 1906 and 1908, wrote the words.
The song was copyrighted in 1908 and a piano version, complete with lyrics, was published that year.

Michael, who became a priest in Oseg, N.Y., collaborated on the project with John, who lived in
Holyoke, MA. The song's public debut came in the winter of 1908 when Michael played it on the organ
of the Second Congregational Church in Holyoke, MA.

The "Notre Dame Victory March" laterag presented by the Shea brothers to the University and it first
appeared under the copyright of the Notre Dame University in 1928. The copyright was assigned to the
publishing company of Edwin H. Morris and the copyright for the beginning of the satilbirseffect.

The words and music which begin with the words "Cheer, cheer for Old Notre Dame" are in the public
domain in the United States, but are protected in all territories outside of the country. In 1969, as
college football celebrated its centgad, the "Notre Dame Victory March" was honored as the "greatest

of all fight songs."

Michael Shea was the pastor of St. Augustine's Church in Ossining until his death in 1938. John Shea, a
baseball monogram winner at Notre Dame, became a Massacktetettsenator and lived in Holyoke
until his death in 1965.

The Notre Dame Victory March Tribute Committee
itself in bringing this 100th anniversary to the forefront. They have worked hard to ortghaditang

and durable tribute to the composers of the Notre Dame Victory March, the city of Holyoke, and Notre
Dame University where this song has become such an integral part of the spirit and tradition of Notre
Dame.

For the first time in over twawy-five years, the UMass Minuteman Marching Band will be marching in

the Holyoke St. Patrickds Day Parade. The Trib
banddés participation and with the cwimmgtteebs s
marching band will be kicking off the parade with the Notre Dame Victory March. The Tribute

Committee is also sponsoring the Belchertown High School Marching Band to accompany the
Northampton Parade contingent. They will also play the Notre Daatery March.

Dr . Shea summarizes his committeebs role in thi
Notre Dame Victory March and on this fb8nniversary of the most famous fight song in history we
want people to know and remember@ur f ocus has been Athe songodo a



Victory March and its history wil!/ be well repr
unable to get the Notre Dame Marching Bakd, John J. Jenkins, President of Notre Dameéfgity

has offered his support to them by stating il
that the parade and the tribute are a wonderful

Tribute Committee Members

B. David Shea Chair
Michael T. Ahearn
Michael Cahillane
Christine Cahillane

Beth Connly
Sue Doran
Caitlyn Shea
Kathleen Shea



‘UMass band returns to c1ty streets for encore

Band performs
in Northampton

for the first time |

in last 27 years

By CATHERINE BAUM
Staff Writer

NORTHAMPTON — Following the
nation’s second-largest St. Patrick’s
Parade in Holyoke Sunday, the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts marching band
brought its own parade to Conz Street.

It was the first time the Minute-
men marching band had performed
in the Holyoke parade in 25 years,
and the first time they performed in
Northampton in 27 years. The band’s
last Northampton performance was for
the reopening of Hotel Northampton in
1981, according to George Parks, direc-
tor of the 370-member ensemble.

“It’s always exciting to get the band
out and playing to new people,” Parks
said. “We are the region’s band, so it’s
nice.”

Parks noted there were about
600,000 people at the Holyoke parade,
and there were about 200 people at the
Northampton parade.

“This is our intimate performance
right here,” Parks said.

Show time started after a few buses

parked in the Gazette lot, where the*

young men and women in maroon and
white began their short march toward
-the Senior Center. Families, friends
and nelghbors stepped aside for the
members of the largest band in UMass
history as they played drums, trum:
pets and trombones while crossing the
. grass.
- The first to make way for the band
were the Tash children — Eva, 9,
. Mathilde, 7, and Julia, 5— who chanted
* “Welove UMass” while jumping up and
down with their Northampton neigh-
bors, the Dostals — Simon, 2, and Lu-

cia, 5.

“Our kids love being able to be here
— we love music and this is a very con-
venient chance to come see UMass,”
said Elena Ciampa, mother of the Dos-
tals. “It’s a beautiful day, too.”

The band performed Gloria Estefan’s
“Get on Your Feet,” “Anything for You,”
the UMass fight song and the Universi-
ty of Notre Dame victory march, which

KEVIN GUTTING
Dan Shea, left, and Kyle Butler wave from the Northampton St. Patrick’s Association float during the 57th
annual Holyoke St. Patrick’s Parade Sunday. The entry, titled “Notre Dame Victory march Centennial Float,”
won first prize in the Open category judging.

marks its 100th anniversary this year.
The crowd clapped and danced to the
music. A few children, like 19-month-
old Giselle Ohm, sat on their parents’
shoulders.

“I enjoy when other people enjoy us,”
said Anthony Guerrero, 19, who plays
trumpet for the UMass band.

Following the mini parade, the band
and crowd went to the Northampton
Seqior Center for Killorglin's Irish stew
and a performance by the Dicey Ri-
ley Rocks for the UMass Band Thank
You Party, which was hosted by the
Northampton St. Patrick’s Association.

Guests at the party, including Kath-
leen Miller and Lucy Leduc, said they
hope UMass comes again next year. .

“The mini parade is important for the
people of Northampton to be a part of
the Irish heritage,” said Michael T. Ca-
hillane, a 1987 marshal for the Holyoke
parade and member of the Northamp-
ton St. Patrick’s Association.

“She’s carrying on the tradition,”
Cahillane said of his granddaughter,
Madeline Cahillane, 3, who was holding
a wooden walking stick.

KEVIN GUTTING

Nancy 0’Grady, 82, and Alex Rizos, 9, both of Southampton, wave from

‘the Opa-Opa Steakhouse and Brewery float during the 57th annual
Holyoke St. Patrick’s Parade Sunday. The entry, depicting a stage coach
driven by a pair of leprechauns and pulled by a unicorn, won second
prize in the Open category judging.
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es along Conz Street to the Nortbammmor Center Sunday following its
lier in the day. e

The University of Massachusetts Minuteman Marching Band marc
appearance as the lead entry in the Holyoke St. Patrick’s Parade

Springfield Republicani March 29, 2008

- SHAMROCK CITY, U.S.A.

: Staff photo by JOHN SUCHOCKI
Linemen from the Holyoke Gas and Electric Department hoist a banner on the side of the city’s Blessed

Sacrament School yesterday in advance of the St. Patrick’s Parade set for 11:30 a.m. fomorrow on

Northampton Street. The 96-foot by 21-foot banner was brought from Notre Dame University, according
to the crew who hung it up. ;
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Tenacious St. Pat’s leader pulls off musical feat

By xman PALPINI
Staff Wri

AMHER_ST -—_’I'he University of Massa-
chusetts Minuteman Marching Band is
channeling the spirit of the Fighting Irish
for a coming tribute to a popular “fight
song” with local roots.

-On March 30, ﬂxebandvn]lperformthe
“Notre Dame Victory March” in honor of
the song’s 100th anniversary at the Holy-
oke St. Patrick’s Parade, one of the larg-
est St. Patrick’s parades in the nation.

The rally tune, which was dubbed the
best in history in the 2003 book “College

' Fight Songs: An Annotated Anthology,”
has Holyoke ties. It was composed in 1908
by two Holyoke brothers and Notre Dame
alumni, Michael and John Shea, and was
first performed in the Paper City.

“I just thought we can't let this g by
and.not pay tribute to the 100th anniver-

W&vﬂl Shea, co-director of the

Northampton St. Patrick’s Association.

“I think it will be a fitting tribute to the
Shea brothers, the city of Holyoke and
Notre Dame,” added Shea, who is not re-
lated to the brothers.

After learning about the local ties of
the “Victory March” from a patient at the
Holyoke Medical Center, Shea, a doctor,
set out on a two-year mission to celebrate
the tune.

He hit a number of obstacles — some
insurmountable — but with a few incen-
tives, a flexible plan and Shea’s tenacity,
the song and the UMass Marching Band
will kick off the 56-year-old parade.

“I knocked on'a lot of doors, made a
lot of phone calls, sent a lot of emails.
There’s a few restraining orders against
me — no, I’mjust kidding,” said Shea. “It
was allworthit.” -

Shea’s first stop was Notre Dnme Uni-
versity. He tried to encourage band direc-
tor Kenneth W. Dye to bring the Notre

- To mark the 100th anniversary
of the “Notre Dame Victory
March,” written by two Holyoke
brothers, members of the UMass
Marching Band will reunite and

. join the March 30 parade.

Dame University Band to perform its sig-
nature song during the Holyoke parade.
declined.”

“He said, ‘That’s great, but we don’t
do parades,” said Shea, mcallmg Dye’s
words.

Shea tried to work a vahety of angles.

He spoke with the university’s presi-
dent and made his appeal to Dye on the
phone and in person. He. 'asked, instead
of the band, for the group’ sprocasnonal
leaders, the Irish Guard, a group oi tall
men in traditional Irish

But Shea got the same response each
parades.”

_ time — “We don’t do

“With that in mind, Ichanged my goal,”
said Shea. “I tried to get the best sur-

. rogate band we could — and there is no

finer band than UMass.”

However, there was another hurdle for
Shea in luring the Minutemen to the Holy-
oke parade. With football season over, the
band had dissolved for- the winter and

spring seasons. Band director George N.
Parks suggested Shea offer a carrot to at-
tract band members to the event.

So Shea invited the band to join the
Northampton St. Patrick’s Association
at the club’s post-parade bash at the
Northampton Elks Club.

. The promise of Irish stew and a Celtic
rock band must have done the trick.

' Parks estimated that about 100 mem-
bers. of the 375-person band might re-
spond, Shea said. Instead,-220 band
members will don their uniforms for the

parade.

“Now, the biggest cha]lenge will be to
feed 200-plus people, plus our own asso-
ciation, on that day,” said Shea.

Post-parade performer John M.
McLaughlin, the lead singer and drum-
mer for Dicey Riley, said playing for the
Minuteman Marching Band will be a
treat.

“I know playing for a marching band
means that a bunch of musicians’ eyes
and ears will be on us,” said McLaughlin,
of Northampton. “We’ll stay on our toes.”

In addition to having the Minuteman
Marching Band play the “Victory March,”
Shea borrowed a 30-by-90-foot .- Notre
Dame banner that traditionally ‘adorns
the facade of a university hall. He plans to
hang the banner along the pa.rade route.

“I’s all coming tngeﬂier. said Shea. “I
think this will be great.”

Kristin Palpini can be mched at kpal-
puu@gnzeﬂenetmm 5



