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The following represents some of the print media coverage for this project.   
 

 



 

 

   Article from Holyoke St. Patrickôs Parade 2008 Program 

 

 

Two years ago, Dr. David Shea walked into a patientôs room at the Holyoke Medical Center and 

introduced himself.  With a sparkle in his eye, an energetic seventy-eight year old gentleman began to 

quiz him on the Notre Dame Victory March:  ñDo you know where the Notre Dame Victory March was 

written?ò  ñDo you know who wrote it?ò  He was told that it was written by two brothers from Holyoke 

by the name of Shea.  Dr. Shea, whose daughter was a student at Notre Dame at the time, had played 

this song during his high school days and felt compelled to verify the patientôs claim.  The man was 

right.   

 

Dr. Shea also recognized that the 100th anniversary was two years away.  Given that Holyoke is the 

home of the nationôs 2
nd

 largest St. Patrickôs Day Parade, he contacted the Notre Dame Marching Band.  

He suggested that there would be no finer tribute to these two men than having the Marching Band of 

the Fighting Irish march down the Holyoke parade route playing the Victory March in their honor.  He 

stressed it would be an opportunity to ñRally sons (and daughters) of Notre Dame, Sing her glory, and 

sound her fameò in memory of these two men.   

 

                                                                                   
 



After receiving the response ñthe Marching Band doesnôt perform in paradesò, Dr. Shea and his wife, 

Kathi, traveled to Notre Dame to plead with Dr. Ken Dye to participate in this musical milestone in the 

birthplace of the Notre Dame Victory March.  During the visit, the Sheas were struck by the large mural 

on Band Directorôs office wall.  There on the wall were the portraits of Michael and John Shea and the 

music they wrote.    During their meeting, Dr. Shea pointed to the wall mural and told Dr. Dye that he 

was there to ask for his assistance in paying tribute those two men and their contribution to Notre Dame.  

Unfortunately, Dr. Dye was not able to budge on his ñwe donôt do paradesò rule. 

 

From Notre Dameôs own site one learns that the Notre Dame Victory March is without a doubt the most 

recognizable collegiate fight song in the nation.  It was written just past the turn of the century by two 

brothers from Holyoke who were Notre Dame University graduates. Michael J. Shea, a 1905 graduate, 

wrote the music and his brother, John F. Shea, who earned degrees in 1906 and 1908, wrote the words. 

The song was copyrighted in 1908 and a piano version, complete with lyrics, was published that year. 

 

Michael, who became a priest in Ossining, N.Y., collaborated on the project with John, who lived in 

Holyoke, MA. The song's public debut came in the winter of 1908 when Michael played it on the organ 

of the Second Congregational Church in Holyoke, MA.  

 

The "Notre Dame Victory March" later was presented by the Shea brothers to the University and it first 

appeared under the copyright of the Notre Dame University in 1928. The copyright was assigned to the 

publishing company of Edwin H. Morris and the copyright for the beginning of the song is still in effect. 

The words and music which begin with the words "Cheer, cheer for Old Notre Dame" are in the public 

domain in the United States, but are protected in all territories outside of the country.  In 1969, as 

college football celebrated its centennial, the "Notre Dame Victory March" was honored as the "greatest 

of all fight songs."  

 

Michael Shea was the pastor of St. Augustine's Church in Ossining until his death in 1938. John Shea, a 

baseball monogram winner at Notre Dame, became a Massachusetts state senator and lived in Holyoke 

until his death in 1965.  

 

The Notre Dame Victory March Tribute Committee of the Northampton St. Patrickôs Association prides 

itself in bringing this 100th anniversary to the forefront.  They have worked hard to orchestrate a fitting 

and durable tribute to the composers of the Notre Dame Victory March, the city of Holyoke, and Notre 

Dame University where this song has become such an integral part of the spirit and tradition of Notre 

Dame.   

 

For the first time in over twenty-five years, the UMass Minuteman Marching Band will be marching in 

the Holyoke St. Patrickôs Day Parade.  The Tribute Committee has been instrumental in facilitating the 

bandôs participation and with the committeeôs support Dr. George Parks and his award winning 

marching band will be kicking off the parade with the Notre Dame Victory March.  The Tribute 

Committee is also sponsoring the Belchertown High School Marching Band to accompany the 

Northampton Parade contingent.  They will also play the Notre Dame Victory March.  

 

Dr. Shea summarizes his committeeôs role in this yearôs parade, ñHolyoke, MA is the birthplace of the 

Notre Dame Victory March and on this 100
th
 Anniversary of the most famous fight song in history we 

want people to know and remember it.  Our focus has been ñthe songò and this year The Notre Dame 



Victory March and its history will be well represented in the parade.ò  While the Tribute Committee was 

unable to get the Notre Dame Marching Band,  Fr. John J. Jenkins, President of Notre Dame University 

has offered his support to them by stating  ñI greatly appreciate your dedication to this effort and I pray 

that the parade and the tribute are a wonderful success.ò 

 

Tribute Committee Members 

 

B. David Shea - Chair 

Michael T. Ahearn 

Michael Cahillane 

Christine Cahillane 

Beth Connly 

Sue Doran 

Caitlyn Shea 

Kathleen Shea 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

For the first time in over 25 years the ñPower and Graceò of New England ï The University of 

Massachusetts Marching Band performed in the parade.  They kicked of the parade with the Notre Dame 

Victory March in honor of the Shea brothers.   Four other marching bands and numerous other groups 

filled the streets of Holyoke with the Notre Dame Victory March on its 100
th
 anniversary in its 

birthplace of Holyoke, MA. 

 

As a ñthank youò to the Tribute Committee the UMass band came to Northampton and gave us a private 

parade up Conz Street to the Northampton Senior Center where our post-parade celebration began. 
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After adorning Zahm Hall at Notre Dame for many years, the ñHere Come The Irishò banner graced the 

Holyoke St. Patrickôs parade route greeting all 40,000 marchers and 600,000 parade viewers in honor of 

Notre Dame graduates John and Michael Shea.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


