Kakita Taiyo

Ancestors and Family:

Kakita Taiyo is the first of four brothers born to a minor member of the Crane gentry, Kakita Tadamichi, a bushi who distinguished himself in battle under the command of Daidoji Handen, a major Crane lord.  Taiyo’s mother, Kakita Kazuhiko, was a skilled artisan, specializing in Ikebana, the arrangements of plants and flowers, with special emphasis on raking the sand for formal gardens.  The Crane are well-known for their love of beautiful and elaborate formal gardens, and Kazuhiko was quite a catch for the young Tadamichi.  Many times you have heard the story of how Tadamichi led a devastating cavalry charge against the forces of the Lion, saving Daidoji Handen’s life. Tadamichi was rewarded for his valor with an exceptional bride.  Tadamichi was a self-made man and, thus, remains dependent on the favor of Handen, but he spared no expense in the education of his children.  Kazuhiko, however, descended from a long line of artisans, of which the most famous was Lady Atihime, a fine maker of musical instruments.

Education and Training:

Taiyo was enrolled in the famous Kakita bushi school at a young age.  He was trained in the classic Kakita, “sudden stroke” style by the school tutor, Kakita Yoichi, an ancient and battle-scarred veteran of many duels.  Since reaching manhood and passing the ceremony of gempukku, he has been assigned various guard duties in and around his family lands.  These lands lay in the far north of Crane lands, near the Lion, Phoenix and Dragonfly lands.  In addition, they are very close to the lands of the Emerald Champion, currently Kakita Toshimoko, the greatest duelist in all Rokugan.  However, his father has been seeking a position for Taiyo, perhaps in the service of Daidoji Handen, in order that he can raise his family’s position in the world.

Because of his mother’s heritage, Taiyo also received more than the usual training in courtly arts, especially music.  Kazuhiko’s sister, his maiden aunt, Hiroko, served as Taiyo’s tutor. The demanding Hiroko taught Taiyo how to play the Samisen, the favored instrument of geisha and not much practiced by men.  This choice seemed unusual to Taiyo, but the insistence of his elders was very great and so he learned. Eventually, he learned to love Samisen and play wonderfully.  After his gempukku, Hiroko and Kazuhiko presented Taiyo with a gift: a marvelous Samisen which had been made by Lady Atihime.  However, it was missing strings and had been for many years. Neither his mother or his aunt had ever heard it played, yet the attached the greatest importance to it: Taiyo was told to seek out strings to make the perfect sound and then return home to play.  This personal quest remains important to the young bushi, who must find the perfect cat gut to make the strings.  
Notes on Advantages and Disadvantages:
Heartless gives opponent +10 TN to sway you from your course.

Vain must be about something (perhaps your samisen playing?)

Contrary means that you must take a position if given a choice, etc. 

Outfit:

His father spared no expense in equipping Taiyo.  He has the following items:

Fine Daisho (Katana gives +1 unkept die to hit rolls, Wakizashi +1 die to seppuku)

A fine bow (halves range penalties)

20 arrows (12 regular, 4 flesh-cutter, 2 signal, 2 armor-piercing)

Fine Light Armor (+1 die on athletics)

Fine Helm (+1 die with intimidation rolls)

Fine Travelling pack (waterproof)

Fine Steed (has high endurance)

Fine Kimono (+1 die for social interaction with women)

3 Fine Yari (+1 die to hit from horseback—i.e., well-balanced)
10 koku

He also has a regular samisen, which he has had for many years as well as the “fine samisen” of his ancestor, Lady Atihime, which is in need of fine strings
