Tokubetsu Kogegitai

Family and Ancestors:

The Tokubetsu clan is well-known in Crab lands.  Founded by survivors of the Battle of the Cresting Wave, in which the great General Hida Banuken turned back the forces of the Shadowlands using the newly constructed Carpenter Wall, the clan has since been known for its prolific nature and fierceness in battle.  The original founder was a heimin farmer who was in charge of rice shipments to the front. Pressed into combat, he took up the weapons of fallen samurai to battle the fearsome creatures at the Battle of Cresting Wave.  His tremendous strength allowed him to wield any weapon with crushing blows, which some believe resulted from distant descent from Osano-Wo. Saving several important clan leaders from death, the farmer was ennobled and placed in charge of a unit of shock troops. Eventually, he “retired” to his rice farm, near the village of Kudamura, and built one of the most efficient rice-farming operations in Crab lands.  The goal of the family is now to send both food and troops to the front. The Tokubetsu lords often take concubines, in addition to their wives, in order to have more children.  Kogegitai father’s, Kagemetsu, followed this custom. Kogegitai is the 2nd son of the 3rd concubine of his father (and his 17th child).  His mother, Sumito, was a former geisha who caught his father’s attention while traveling near Yasuki Yashiki, the center of Yasuki merchant lands.  Although his mother died when Kogegitai was 7, he still remembers fondly her amazing bedtime stories of soft silks, beautiful music and the wonders of the big city and is, thus, fascinated by geisha, with whom he has little experience
Training and Youth:

Kogegitai was trained by the demanding household guards of his father.  He began at age 6, hauling water from the well using buckets to build up his strength.  The members of the clan were encouraged to wrestle each other, in addition to weapons practice. Nevertheless, he has fond memories of rough-housing with his half brothers, Genboku and Genroku, twins who seemed even stronger as a team than separately.  At 17, he was sent to do two years service on the wall, which he survived. Toward the end of his time, he participated in the Battle of Twilight’s Honor, serving as a guard to his father’s lord, Hida Denru, who was killed. Kogegitai, however, distinguished himself by helping his half-brothers slay a bear-like Oni that menaced the shugenja reserves, aiding a powerful shugenja named Kuni Juju.  Three of his siblings were killed in this battle and the lord granted Kogegitai’s father the right to exempt three of his children from service on the wall for five years. He chose his youngest sons, yourself and Genboku and Genroku, who all would be given honorable service.  The twins were sent to foster in the Yasuki lands, in the household of the powerful Yasuki daimyo, Taka, and now serve as part of his bodyguard.  Kogegitai was sent for a year into the service of the Imperial Messengers, the Miya.  Although the rough soldier Kogegitai seemed an odd choice for such duty, his father believed that perhaps he had inherited some of his mother’s sophistication—which remains to be seen.  His assignment to the Miya will last one year, after which time, he will be found a position in Crab lands.  
Outfit:

Kogegitai has the standard crab outfit, emphasizing war over courtliness.  However, he does have two unusual possessions.  Of his 5 koku of money, he has 1 golden koku coin, issued in the reign of Hantei 36th (two emperors ago).  It is just like other money, but old. It has the imperial mon on one side and the other shows an unusual picture: a crane and fox chasing each other. Although he has no idea how he acquired the coin, he is strangely reluctant to spend it.  Secondly, he has a bo stick, an unusual weapon for the crab.  As part of his early training, he was made to work in the rice paddies, alongside the farmers, in order to appreciate their labors and honor his ancestor.  While working, he successfully drove off a group of bandits and was rewarded with the bo stick by the village headman. It is made of ironwood from the Shinomen forest and extremely durable.  During this time, he also befriended a ratling, “Scritch-Scratch” of the Tattered Ear tribe, who occasionally would warn him of bandit movements. He fondly remembers the smile of his father when he saw the bo, a silent recognition of Kogegitai’s accomplishments.  Although ordinary, the bo ranks only behind his swords as his most valued possession.
