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RAMblings

By Sharon Wichman, NEW PCUG President

Hi again. Well our summer is coming to a close. It’s September already and this
month Tom Ekvall will be discussing a cool program called ProShow. With it
you can you can easily combine your photos, video clips, and music to create
personalized slide shows and put them on DVD to share with friends and fam-
ily. I took a look at the program online and it looks very interesting. Come to
this month’s meeting and take a look.

Also I have some new electronic toys I want to share with you that will help you
get those vinyl records into your computer so you can burn them to CD. Also
there’s a MP3/MP4 player/camera, a digital video converter, digital photo con-
verters and a memory card converter drive. And they’re all online at the same
place

So come on everybody, come to the next meeting of the NorthEast Wisconsin
PC User Group, and don’t forget, we are back in the Bordini Center in Room
143. Hope to see you there.

I also want to ask what other things you would like to have demonstrated at the
meetings. Think it over, write it down and don’t forget to mention it at Septem-
ber’s meeting. Ot just come and tell us how we are doing with the meetings. Is
there anything more we can be doing?

See ya.
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How to Be a Geek Goddess

Reviewed by Sandy Berger, CompuKISS
sandy@compukiss.com

I am an old hat when it comes to technology. I was a computer programmer back
in the seventies before computers came into the home, and I’'ve kept my hand in
the technology arena all these years with my own computer consulting business
and my technical writing career. Yet I've never considered myself a “Geek God-
dess”. As a matter of fact I have often been a little aggravated to hear Kim Ko-
mando refer to herself as “The Digital Goddess” — like she is something really
special.

But Christina Tynan-Wood in her book, How to Be a Geek Goddess, isn’t advo-
cating that a Geek goddess is someone above everyone else. She says that being a
Geek Goddess is “a simple matter of embracing the incredible innovation that’s
going on in our times and harness it for our own purposes”.

Oh yes, and Christina understands the differences between how men and women
look at, and deal with, technology. She starts the book off with the sentence, “My
husband is a pompous ass.” Many of us have noticed how men seem to pound
their chests and promote themselves as the technology heroes of the day. Women,
on the other hand, just want to use and enjoy technology.

Christina’s book is filled with good information about technology with everything
from how to choose a computer sales person to hooking up with others online.
There are tips on everything from controlling your email to trouble-shooting a
wireless connection. Chapters include: Getting in Touch with Your Software Side,
Where the Stores Never Close, The Wireless Home, Keeping It Safe, Geek Parent-
ing, Groovy Gear and Gadgets, and Your 200 Closest Friends.

The information in this 315 page book is all accurate and informative. Yet, this is
not a reference book. It is rather like a free-flowing novel with technical informa-
tion. If you want a book where you can look up how to do things, you will have to
look elsewhere. This is a book for women who want to absorb some pointers here
and there while reading about all the things you can do with your computer. If you
are already very familiar with computers, you can skip this book. But again, if you
want to immerse yourself in technology and pick up some knowledge and useful
tidbits on the way, you will love this book. And you may even become a Geek
Goddess yourselfl

A
GEENK GODDESS
- -
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http://www.compukiss.com/sandybergerblog/wp-content/uploads/2009/02/geekgoddess.jp
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Wolverine F2D Slide Scanner

By Joe Nuvolini, Pikes Peak Computer Application Society, Colorado
nuvo@)juno.com

Over the years, I have amassed about 3,000 color slides. 1 have been wanting to scan them into my computer, but up
to now, had not seen a scanning product that would allow me to get the job done in a reasonable time. One day I came
across the Wolverine F2D 35mm Film to Digital Scanner while surfing the Internet. It looked like the answer 1 was
looking for.

I read a number of reviews and found a wide variety of opinions. People seemed to love it or hate it but the positives
were greater than the negatives so I decided to try it. I was not disappointed. The unit is self-contained, though you can
connect it to a computer USB port for power. However, no computer is required to use it. In fact, I am using it on an
island in my kitchen. The unit comes with two film holders; one for slides and one for color or black and white nega-
tives. The unit saves the images to an SD card in JPG format. Before saving the images, they can be mirrored or ro-
tated, if necessary.

The package includes the unit, the two film holders, an AC adapter you can plug the USB connector into for power, a
brush to clean the internal screen, a 1-GB SD card, and a 19-page manual. The first thing I did was go to the Wolver-
ine Website (http://wolverinedata.com/f2d). I downloaded a PDF copy of the manual so these tired old eyes could
better read it. I also downloaded the latest firmware update and installed it. I then started my project. I can scan 125
slides in about 30-35 minutes. The more images that need to be rotated before saving, the longer it takes. They adver-
tise 5-MP images and I found the file sizes ran from 900 KB to just over 1 MB.

There are a couple of things to watch out for. The most important is to make sure your slides (up to 4) are propetly
seated in the tray. If they are not, the tray will bind up in the scanner. I have had a couple of close calls on this one.
Also, I have found that for no good reason the image on the screen of the unit will shift to black and white or have
some goofy colors.

I have found in most cases pressing the mirror button twice will fix the problem. If not, turning the power off and
back on will do the trick for sure. There is one other item the manual warns about, and that is not to tip the unit back-
ward to better view an image on the unit's screen. The reason is that the connector on the USB power cable plugs in
near the bottom on the back of the unit. The connection is a small USB connector, like the one on your camera. Re-
peated tipping can place stress on the connector causing it to fail.

Pricing varies. A Google search for “Wolverine F2D” brought a range of prices from $119 at the Wolverine site to
$99.99 on the Costco site. I am quite satisfied with the product. If you take care in using it, you will be too.
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Optimize Your PC

by Jon Jackman, President, Fox Valley PC Association, Illinois
jockojkj@aol.com

I saw an e-mail from PC World inviting me to speed up my slow PC. This directed me to a link for a “free scan” of my com-
puter using PC Pitstop Optimize 3.0. Recently, we had a discussion at our general meeting of slow system performance, so I
decided to give it a try and document the effort here. It may postpone an inevitable Windows re-install, but we will see.

The scan yielded some interesting results and offered to do it for me if I purchased the program (for about $30.) I looked at
the results and wondered how I might be able to do this manually for free? I looked around on Google and found some step-
by-step guides on basically accomplishing the same things that PC Pitsop’s Optimize would do if I paid the $30. I ran the
program and it began to scan my system. Interestingly it ran 3 scans of my Download speed. Not sure what that was about. It
then displayed several pages of results: Junk Files, Internet Settings, Startup Programs, Registry Fixes and Performance
Tweaks. When I reboot, it reminds me of what it can do to make things run better by displaying red messages. I will try some
manual fixes and watch to see if the start-up scan gets progressively greener.

Looking at what Optimize tries to do I first decided to run CCleaner, a free program that has been a recent DOQ offering
(2009 DOQ-2). Alternately, you can download it from www.ccleaner.com.

Junk Files

The first Optimize Results screen listed the junk files that I could safely delete. In my case, Optimize listed Temporary Files,
Recycle Bin and Internet Caches. Using CCleaner in the Cleaner option under the Windows tab, files for Internet Explorer,
Windows Explorer and System are listed by default, so I ran the “Analyze” tool. I was reminded to close Firefox to enable
the Internet Cache to be cleaned as well. After several minutes it was complete and it said that ANALYSIS COMPLETE -
(526.859 seconds), 555.9MB to be removed. (Approximate size). As a comparison, Optimize indicated that 729 MB would be
cleaned. I ran the “Run Cleaner” option.

Internet Settings

The second Optimize Results screen looks at Internet Settings and explains that they may be tuned for faster throughput and
may provide a substantial increase in Internet performance. In my case, my connections (HTTP, TCP/IP and Firefox) had
no recommended adjustments. However, you may try using the Optimize free scan yourself and see that you have some that
are recommended. In that case, you may try to Optimize your settings manually. Search Google for “TCP Optimizer”,
download and run it. Select “Optimal”, then apply. Look around carefully and see what else you might optimize. You will
need to reboot.

Startup Programs

When Windows starts up it automatically loads a number of programs, many of which you may not need. As you install more
and more programs, this list can continue to grow. In my situation, there were several Startup Programs that Optimize con-
sidered “unnecessary.” (You could run the free scan and see what it says about your system.) The ones listed on mine were:
InstallShield Update Service (2 instances), Adobe Acrobat SpeedLauncher, QuickTime Icon and Realtek HD Audio. Using
CCleaner I went to Tools and then selected Startup. I looked at the programs that Optimizer 3.0 suggested and right clicked
on them and chose “Disable”.

Registry Fixes

Programs sometimes leave incorrect information behind in the registry, either because they uninstall impropetly or because
the files associated with the entries have been moved or deleted. Cleaning the Windows registry would hope to keep your PC
in working order and keep the system running at peak performance. Using CCleaner, select Registry and then “Scan for is-
sues”. You can then choose to Fix them. Afterwards, not too many of the Optimize findings were changed.


http://www.ccleaner.com
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Performance Tweaks

Optimize made some recommendations to adjust some settings in the Registry. Using the suggested tweaks I searched the
Registry and made the adjustments to the keys that I could find, although not all of the ones recommended could be found.
As always, back up your registry first! (CCleaner would have done that prior to fixing the registry in the step above.) Start,
Run “regedit”, then Edit, Find and enter the string. Right click and adjust the value.

Additional Fixes
Use Auslogics Registry Defrag
Defrag your hard drive!

Uninstall Optimize 3.0... You might want to reinstall it and run a new scan after you have done all of these steps to see if
you made progress.

You should see a faster booting, faster running machine!

| f Your Computer Gets Wet éWhat ?

by Bob Schwartz, a member of HAL-PC, Texas
bobx@hal-pc.org

What to do if something wet spills on your electronic device or it falls into wet whatever? The following is not guaranteed
but represents years of experience.

Quick, unplug it! Unless there is a likely shock hazard. Look up the instructions (best to do this when you buy it). Find out if
there is any prohibition against using ALCOHOL. Alcohol can dissolve some materials.

There are generally two items to have handy. One is distilled water to first wash off and dilute any spill, especially anything
that might be conductive. The second is alcohol, 90+% isopropyl (rubbing) alcohol. Ethyl alcohol or ethanol — 90% - will
work too. Alcohol has an affinity for water. Rinsing the item first with the distilled water and then with alcohol will dilute,
pick up water, carry it away, and evaporate quickly. The higher percent alcohol 90% vs 50% have a greater affinity for water.

Time is important. You do not want water to soak into an otherwise insulating medium, especially water that contains some-
thing conductive like salt. It will leave a conductive residue that will short out portions of the device. That is why you want to
rinse first with distilled water to carry away any conductive residue and then the alcohol to remove the water film. Mos? tap wa-
ter has dissolved minerals that remain after the water evaporates, hence the distilled water to rinse these away.

After, and I repeat AFTER, the above cleaning, you can use very modest heat to belp dry out the item. You can use a hair dryer at
some distance. Make sure you don’t heat the item any hotter than is comfortable to hold. Some plastic materials deform at
relatively low temperatures.

Remember the order: (1) rinse with distilled water (2) rinse with alcohol (3) warm gently with hair dryer or warming oven.

For items immersed in flood waters, the above approach can be tried but the outlook is not promising. Generally the con-
ductive flood waters have had time to soak into the various insulating materials and are almost impossible to remove. Still, it
may be worth a try, especially if you have the time and possible success is worth the effort. Distilled water and alcohol are
not very expensive. Most circuit boards are coated with varnish to resist moisture. In this case, wash repeatedly with distilled
watet. Use a soft brush to remove any remaining film such as mud. Then, the alcohol followed by the dryer. Using the dryer
prematurely can “set” the offending material to the point that it may be almost unremovable. So save it for the very last step
after you are sure things are clean. Your efforts may save that part if not all of the equipment.

This and other articles have been obtained from APCUG with the author’s permission for publication by APCUG member
groups; all other uses require the permission of the author.
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Vista Task Scheduler

by Vinny LaBash, Member of the Sarasota Personal Computer Users Group, Inc., Florida
vlabash@comcast.net

Windows draws its share of critics, but one thing the wizards of Redmond did right was to redesign the XP Task Scheduler
for Vista. There were no radical revisions, simply a combination of small changes that made a big difference. The tool is easy
to access, easy to use, easy to modify if necessary, and easy to tell it to go away when you don’t need it anymore.

Why would you want to use it? 1f your computer activity includes doing anything on a regular basis, whether it is daily,
weekly, monthly or some other time variant, Task Scheduler could be useful. For example, I need to remember to take medi-
cation usually at a time when I’'m busy doing something else. Task Scheduler throws a message in my face reminding me to
pop my pill at the appropriate time. If ’'m not at home, my smart phone relays the message. But at home or elsewhere, it’s
Vista Task Scheduler that gets the message to me. Of course, when I leave the house I have to remember to bring my medi-
cine with me, but that’s a tale for another article.

I’'m seriously thinking of creating a computer game for senior citizens called “The Hereafter”. It starts out with the player
walking into a room and wondering “What am I here after?” Task Scheduler will play a big part in this.

Let’s say you use the calculator a lot and you would like it to start up whenever you turn on your computer. Here's how to set
it up:

Click on the Start Orb.
Click on Control Panel.
Click on System and Maintenance

PoONE

In the Administrative Tools section, click on Schedule tasks. (You may have to scroll down).
At some point you may be asked to supply an Administrative Password. Provide it and continue.

You will now see a dialog box with a very intimidating appearance. It doesn’t bite and won’t tell anyone if you stayed up past
your bed time.

Let’s examine it briefly to understand what’s going on in the dialog box before we proceed. In the left pane, the top item
which is marked (local) tells us that what we see in the middle pane are Task Scheduler items assigned to the machine you are
currently using.

If your machine is not part of a network it has no other significance. The middle pane is divided into three parts:

Overview of Task Scheduler: Overview is a brief description of what you can do with the tool and where the tasks are
stored. The folder labeled Task Scheduler Library can be expanded to display the Console Tree. Ignore this for now.

Task Status: This section covers four time periods. Tasks that have run in the last hour, 24 hours, 7 days or 30 days. It tells
you how many tasks have started during the period, how many are currently running, how many are complete, how many are
stopped for one reason or another, and how many have failed. Obviously, this section is used for troubleshooting.

Active Tasks: This section tells you what Task Scheduler is doing right now. Let’s leave it at that.

The right pane is the section we came to play in. For our purposes there is no important difference between Create Basic
Task and Create Task.

1. Click on Create Basic Task.
2. The Create Basic Task Wizard opens.

3. Type the name of your task. You could try something original like Start Calculator. Create a description if you want.
Then click the Next button at the bottom left of the dialog box.
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4. Tell the Wizard when you want the task to start. You have several choices. For this exercise choose Daily. Again, click
on the Next button when you’re done.

5. Tell the Wizard what day you want the calculator to make its first automated appearance on your desktop.

6. Now tell it what time of the day to start. Be careful you don’t choose a time when you’re sleeping. Click Next.

7. The Action box makes its appearance. You aren’t sending an email; neither do you want to display a message. Start a
program is the correct choice. Click Next.

8. Type calc.exe in the Action text box. Click Next.

9. Check the Summary dialog box to make sure that everything is the way you want it.

Click Finish, and you’re done.

There are two important concepts at work when you run tasks using the Task Scheduler. The first is the trigger, the event
that causes a task to run. The second is the action, the work that is carried out when the task is triggered.

There are three main actions associated with running a task: sending an e-mail, running a program, and displaying a message.
Many actions can trigger a task. Among the most common actions are starting the computer, the computer entering an idle
state, the occurrence of a specific time and date or the computer performing some specific function. Think about how you
use your computer and you can probably find a productive use for the Task Scheduler.

Beneath the Surface:: DeepPeeping the Web

By Jerry Goldstein, Vice President & Newsletter Editor, The PCUG of Connecticut
Jerryg@attygoldstein.com

Last summer Google announced it had passed the one trillionth mark in its list of known and searchable Web pages.

If you think Google does the best job of searching the World Wide Web you will be in for a big surprise. By ‘big” I mean a
search engine that goes way beyond standard search engines like Google, which only look at the surface of the Web com-
pared to the vast, deep, and so far uncharted depths of the Web. I say “you will be in for a big surprise” because a deeper
search engine is only in it’s initial research stages.

Standard search engines only skim the surface of the Web. Kind of like you’re looking over the surface of the ocean, instead
of looking into its vast undersea life. The plan is to create a search engine that will open 90% of the Web to searches.

A study at the University of Utah is trying to find a way. The study searches typed text rather than the hyperlinks that the
present search engines use. A beta version of DeepPeep is available at: http://www.deeppeep.org/.

We have a long way to go but eventually almost the entirety of the Web will be searchable. Web pages exist already that tell
you the best taxi fare, flight schedules, and shopping catalogs. DeepPeep wants to give you access to this information. A
whole new way of searching has to be worked out first.

Scientists have said that 90% of what we know was discovered in the last 50 years. DeepPeep is working out a way to get that
knowledge to you.

What we see What we miss


http://www.deeppeep.org/
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Membership Information and Disclaimer

DISCLAIMER

No warranty, expressed or implied , is
made by NEW Personal Users Group or Fox
Valley Technical College, the newsletter
editorial staff, or any of the individual au-
thors or contributors. The disclaimer ex-
tends to all losses, incidental or conse-
guential from the use of this publication.
Unless specifically stated otherwise, the
opinions expressed in any article or column
are those of the individual authors and do
not represent any official position of or
endorsement by NEW PCUG.

NEW PCUG is an independent , not-for-
profit user group and is not affiliated in
any way with any vendor or equipment or
software manufacturer.

Membership, Dues And Renewals

All personal computer users in the Valley
are invited to join the Northeast Wiscon-
sin Personal Users Group. Membership
entitles you to the monthly newsletter,
special discounts, and more.

)
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Annual dues are $25. You may pay your

dues at the meeting or by mail to Nan MacDonald, 2440 Parkside
Drive, Oshkosh, WI 54901. Her email address is macduks@att.net.

Members are reminded to renew their annual memberships as above.

Date of renewal is on the mailing label.




