From:  Siva Vaidhyanathan
Hometown: Homeland of Insecurity
Eric:
Yesterday Jackie Mason rode down New York City’s 5th Avenue to highlight the “war on Christmas.”  Astoundingly, the sounds of warfare were nowhere to be heard.  What the heck is going on in this country?  Is this really important to conservative Christians and the embarrassing comedians who pander to them?  If it is, then by all means, let's surrender this "war" that I don't remember waging.  But let's insist on a few things.

They can have their "Merry Christmas."  They can even have their prayer in public schools, publicly funded nativity scenes, four-story-high granite ten commandment monuments on every street corner, and the public burning of witches.  They can have all of it, if they would just start acting like Jesus Christ wanted them to act.  It's no mystery.  It's in that book.  It goes something like this:

Blessed are the poor in spirit,
    For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn,
    For they shall be comforted.

Blessed are the meek,
    For they shall inherit the earth.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
    For they shall be filled.

Blessed are the merciful,
    For they shall obtain mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart,
    For they shall see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers,
    For they shall be called sons of God.

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake,
    For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Merry Christmas, indeed.  It's Christmas time in New Orleans, too.  It just ain't very merry.

You know, I might be willing to go right along with this whole "the United States was founded as a Christian nation" bullshit if these alleged Christians would actually obey Christ once in a while.  Could we just please do something for the poor people in this country!

While the representatives of the Christian Right whine all over Fox "News" and hire Jackie Mason to make fools out of them, the poor along the Gulf Coast are getting kicked out of their temporary accommodations and the Republicans are basically stifling any effort to make New Orleans livable again.  Medicare is being gouged.  Taxes cut for the rich, raised for the middle class.  More poor people are being shipped off to war with insufficient armor and support.

Forget about the honesty, integrity, and wisdom.  Where the hell is the faith, the hope, the charity?

It's worse than we even think.  Conservatives might have an (unChistian) argument that the poor must pay the price for our security.  But as it turns out, they don't even care about our security.

My friends Eric Klinenberg and Thomas Frank have a great article in this week's Rolling Stone called Looting Homeland Security.  It's a must-read.  Here is the nut graf:

According to the Homeland Security Research Corporation, a private firm that monitors the "market" in federal contracts, government outsourcing on homeland security has soared by $130 billion since Bush took office. And that's just a fraction of the federal windfall expected in the next five years. By 2010, the firm predicts, "the tragic events that resulted from Hurricane Katrina" -- combined with the administration's "much greater reliance on the private sector" -- will boost federal contracts by another $400 billion.  But what is good for the private sector has proved disastrous for the public. Indeed, what has happened to FEMA and Homeland Security is part of the broader Republican strategy to shred the federal safety net, enabling the administration to claim each case of the system's breakdown as a vindication of its fondest faith, a credo so blunt that it can be expressed in two words: Government sucks.

What would Jesus do?  Indeed.

