Date: 
January 19, 2006

To:  
PHK Employees and Volunteers
From: Mark H. Merrill, President, Presbyterian Hospital of Dallas and Executive Vice President, Texas Health Resources

Subject: John Beall, R.N., M.S. named PHK’s Interim President

John Beall, R.N., M.S. will serve as interim president of Presbyterian Hospital of Kaufman effective immediately.  John has served PHK for more than three years as Chief Nursing Officer and has agreed to serve in this interim capacity as we search for a new administrator to fill the position of president formerly held by Kirk King, who transferred to THR's HMHEB hospital earlier this month as their president.  
 

Carl Stapp, PHK’s board chair, Dr. Arthur Heafer, PHK’s outgoing Medical Staff president, and I agree that John will be an effective leader during this transition period.  John contributes 23 years of clinical and health care operations experience to his work at PHK.  Recently, John was elected Chair of THR’s Chief Nursing Officer Council (CNOC) and was awarded a fellowship by Johnson & Johnson to the University of Pennsylvania Wharton Healthcare Executive Fellows program.
 

A search for a new president was initiated immediately upon Kirk King’s announcement of his acceptance of the HMHEB position. Many strong candidates have expressed interest in the PHK position, and a search committee composed of trustees, physicians, and PHK and THR staff has been formed to assist in the selection of PHK’s new leader.  Based upon the candidate pool and the interest of candidates joining PHK and THR, we expect a new president will be named by summer.

Please join me in congratulating John on his appointment and I ask that you support him in this leadership capacity. Thank you. 
