From: Message from Doug Hawthorne 
Sent: Tuesday, November 25, 2008 9:06 AM
To: THR Communication
Subject: Giving Thanks 

Nov. 25, 2008
To: All Texas Health Resources system employees and volunteers
From: Doug Hawthorne, Chief Executive Officer
Re:  Giving Thanks 
Dear Texas Health Resources co-workers and volunteers, 
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I would like to use a line from a poem as the focus to wish you a Happy Thanksgiving for 2008.  "Thanksgiving is a time to reflect on changes, to remember that we, too, grow and change from one season of life to another."
The past year has truly been one of great change, both for Texas Health Resources and throughout our nation.  With the evolution to our new master brand strategy—of which you see signs all around—we are joining to make sure our symbol of unity reaches across North Texas.  As I have said before, we spent our first decade together becoming a system and can focus our next decade on being a stronger system.
Nationally, the atmosphere has been less positive. The world’s financial crisis, the heated presidential campaign, the fluctuation in gas prices—all these things and more make the news difficult to watch and hear, and make it easier to forget the good things around us.
We have much to be thankful for around the Texas Health Resources system:  the opportunity to have a job, working at an organization that allows us to witness new lives coming into the world every day, enjoyable co-workers as extended families, the opportunity to volunteer and make a difference in the lives of others, and having the security of benefits that meet our personal and family needs.  Certainly there is the appreciation of working in an organization that values faith-based values, especially at Thanksgiving time.  
I hope you will reflect on your own reasons to be thankful this year rather than let the not-so-successful areas of life and the world overcome you.  We have friends, family, food, freedom, faith and laughter to fill our lives.  May our work in 2009 fulfill our commitment of Healing Hands, Caring HeartsSM to ourselves and to those around us.  
Referring back to that poem, it also includes this line:   "Thanksgiving is a time of gratitude to God, our Creator and Provider, whose guidance and care go before us and whose love is with us forever." 
Embrace what you have to be thankful for and enjoy your Thanksgiving.
Best regards,
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Doug
