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Good evening,

This is a wonderful occasion every year, and I am honored to be here with each of you!  This is an opportunity to recognize and celebrate and thank all of you for your ongoing commitment to THR.

You’ve heard me say it many times before and it is so appropriate tonight – we are powerful as individuals, but the strength of THR is a THR is a result of the unity and the teamwork – here's that phrase again – of many individuals, caring for individuals, together. THR employees enjoy a high degree of cohesiveness born of a shared commitment among all of its members not only to the organization’s goals, but also to each other. As you have heard from me and from others, we feel so positively about this commitment at THR, that we have woven our Promise – Individuals, caring for individuals, together – around it. Each member of the team realizes they need one another in order to achieve goals.  That continues to be what sets us apart as an organization."
What a privilege it is for us to celebrate together this evening.  We are a great organization that is uniquely positioned to touch the lives of so many people living in the communities we serve-- (One in five in our service area), with a bold and bright future.  If you want to be in health care, THR is the place to be!  THR is the only health care system in Collin, Denton, Dallas & Tarrant counties to experience inpatient market share growth in the past four years…the only one.  We have devoted resources to optimizing the best patient and family experience through our work and service.  And what we have realized more acutely in the past year is that each of our stakeholders share the journey—you, me, physicians and volunteers.  .

Tonight we come together recognizing service, commitment and contributions by individuals dedicated to the mission of Texas Health Resources.  We honor you for having played a significant role in shaping this organization.  2006 marks the culmination of many years of service.  In fact, there are more than 7,685 years of collective service to THR represented in this room tonight.

These years of service represent consistency and continued commitment to our beliefs and ideals.  It is your commitment and the commitment of more than 18,000 diverse individuals that gives THR continued success.  It has been said that there are four essential ingredients in the recipe for a successful career:  (1) Choose a career or vocation that you love…. (2) Give it your best …(3) Seize your opportunities… (4) And be an active member of a team… 

Let us build on our collective experience, which teaches that it is not sufficient merely to preserve and maintain the gains of the PAST, but constantly to develop, innovate and grow.  That is what THR's "Continuing the Journey" – that’s the Patient & Family Journey, of course – is all about: Let's build on what we have begun and build even higher and stronger than we might have imagined possible. 
"Our Bright Future"

The entire THR family thanks you and I thank you for your years of service.  And I thank your families too – we know their support of you is invaluable. This night is for you.  Each person in this room deserves special recognition.    Enjoy your evening.   
