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The future of cancer care, today

UT Southwestern Simmons Cancer Center 
earns NCI designation

Leading-edge research. Leading-edge cancer care. And now, just plain leading.
UT Southwestern’s Harold C. Simmons Cancer Center has received National Cancer

Institute (NCI) designation, which the NCI awards to the nation’s top cancer centers in

recognition of innovative research and excellence in patient care.
The Simmons Cancer Center is the first and only medical center in North Texas to receive the prestigious designation.
“To be selected as an NCI-designated cancer center is recognition of the best practices

in cancer discovery and cancer care. It’s the gold standard for elite cancer programs,” says

James Willson, MD, Director of the Simmons Cancer Center.
The Center offers care programs for more than a dozen types of cancer, including brain and spinal cord tumors, breast cancer, head and neck cancer, leukemia, lung cancer, and melanoma. The Center also treats childhood cancers and has a cancer genetics program that can help identify the risk of developing cancer.

“This is an unbiased view of excellence,” says Dr. Willson of the NCI designation. “It’s the promise of delivering not just the best care today, but that UT Southwestern also is home to the discoverers of tomorrow’s cancer care. The distinction positions the Simmons Cancer Center as the hub for cancer research in Dallas and as a leading provider of cancer care to North Texas and the nation.”

As an NCI-designated center, the Simmons Cancer Center will receive a $7.5 million support grant over the next five years, which complements the $24.4 million in NCI grants that are currently active at UT Southwestern. Additional research funds will be used to develop and evaluate new therapies and treatments.
“UT Southwestern has made an institutional commitment to innovation, to investing in new technologies, to recruiting the best medical minds, and to combining our many assets and focusing them on cancer,” says Daniel K. Podolsky, MD, President of UT Southwestern. “The NCI designation is a welcome and fitting recognition of those efforts.”

The Simmons Cancer Center was established in 1988 through generous donations from Dallas philanthropist Harold C. Simmons and his family foundation. Simmons, his wife, Annette, and daughters Lisa Simmons and Serena Simmons Connelly, have been enthusiastic supporters

of the cancer center and its goal of attaining NCI designation. To date, the Simmons family has given and pledged more than $100 million to enhance cancer programs at UT Southwestern.

To learn more about Simmons Cancer Center, visit simmonscancercenter.org. To schedule an appointment, call 214-645-8300.
(Box and sidebar shown on next page.)

	NCI designation: What it means to you

What does it mean to be an NCI-designated cancer center? If you’re a cancer patient—or a

relative or friend of one—it means everything.
· Simmons Cancer Center stands at the forefront of the latest advances in cancer research, prevention, and patient care;
· Patients gain access to the most promising therapies and innovative treatments in the country;
· UT Southwestern’s team of specialists has the expertise to treat the cancer and the compassion to treat the patient.




(Sidebar)

Cancer care today … and in the future

Insight from James Willson, MD, Director of the Simmons Cancer Center

Q: What changes are you seeing in cancer care?

Dr. Willson: In general, cancer used to be treated successfully only with surgery. Today,

we’re combining surgery with novel therapeutics, radiation therapy, and other treatments, and

integrating them together. No longer are patients treated by just one practitioner; they’re best

served by having the components of cancer care integrated at the very beginning. So the very

first point of contact for cancer care is likely to be the most important in determining a patient’s

success. At the Simmons Cancer Center, we bring multidisciplinary teams together in a real,

tangible way, which gives patients the best opportunity for success.

Q: What has you the most excited about cancer care today?

Dr. Willson: We’re increasing the number of cancer survivors—people who are living with their cancer either controlled or cured. A great deal of our interest is in minimizing the side effects, the impact that cancer care has on an individual, and in improving their quality of life. The instruments for doing that are new technologies, individualized, seamless care, and most important, making sure the most effective treatment is available at the very beginning, when a diagnosis of cancer is made.

Q: What is the future of cancer care?

Dr. Willson: It’s about taking discoveries and quickly using them to impact patient care and cancer prevention. UT Southwestern is a discovery engine of amazing depth that exists very few other places. We complement that with outstanding clinical teams that translate our discoveries to patient care. That level of expertise across science and patient care takes years to build, but that’s where we are now at the Simmons Cancer Center.

