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Taking an “image”-conscious approach to health care
Bravo to the latest premiere in North Texas.
UT Southwestern has become the first and only medical facility in North Texas to offer the latest, most advanced computed tomography (CT) imaging device available. The Aquilion ONE scanner dramatically shortens scanning times and reduces radiation doses.

The Aquilion ONE can visualize organs, blocked arteries, tumors, and orthopaedic injuries substantially faster than any other CT scanner. Because the Aquilion ONE takes images more rapidly—and with better quality—and typically requires less than a second to image an entire organ, patients receive up to 80 percent less radiation than from a typical CT scanner. 

The technology’s speed can help to quickly diagnose strokes and heart attacks, for example, but UTSW radiologists also anticipate better visualization in neurology, trauma, whole body, lung, cardiac, vascular and pediatric studies, with applications available in areas ranging from renal function to vocal cord analysis.

“The Aquilion ONE scanner allows us to serve patients in a much more efficient manner and to provide a higher level of care,” says W. Phil Evans, MD, Professor of Radiology at UT Southwestern. “In addition,” adds Dr. Evans, “since we can accurately diagnose problems and conditions with fewer exams, it can also lead to reduced costs for patients, This is a significant advancement in medical care in our community.”

That was good news for Robert Kramer, MD, founding Medical Director of UTSW’s Cystic Fibrosis Research Center, who suffered a ruptured aorta last year. Dr. Kramer underwent 8½ hours of surgery that stopped the bleeding, but required long-term follow-up; he was required to get a CT scan every 90 days. The doctor-turned-patient, who had received CT scans previously, recalls they were “uncomfortable.” Comparatively, he said, the new 320CT is “spectacular.”

The Aquilion ONE was developed by Toshiba and was introduced just three years ago. Today, only about 40 medical facilities in the U.S., and just 120 worldwide, have the device.

 “This really is a step into the future of medicine, yet we have it here today,” says Dr. Evans.

To schedule an appointment, call 214-645-8300.

###

