Gone Fishin’

V.J. Cunanan, RN, BSN

Going fishing with a patient is a bit “above and beyond” the call of duty. But for V.J.

Cunanan, it simply is a reflection of what he does best – relate to people.

For more than five years, V.J. spent time away from the hospital with a former patient, a widower whose cancer was in remission. He often would visit or meet him for dinner or talk to him on the phone. Sometimes, they would hit the lake to go fishing.

Then one day, a call from the patient’s daughter let him know the man had passed

away at age 56.

Clinical coordinator for University Hospital – Zale Lipshy’s 7th floor bone marrow transplant unit, Cunanan is originally from the Philippines. He received his nursing degree from the University of Santo Tomas and was recruited to Texas by a hospital

in Abilene, where he began working in oncology – which he realized was his calling.

A self-described extrovert, Cunanan loves his job and bringing his upbeat and positive personality to work every day. He believes his mission is to serve patients and to cheer them up if they’re down.

QUOTE

“It was kind of like a father and son thing. I think he always wanted a son and

didn’t have one, and we connected. I feel like I made an impact on his life, and

he did on mine too. Helping and serving patients, and making a difference in

their lives – those are my goals.”

