Nurse, mom-to-be, jack-of-all-trades

Jennifer Peterson, RN, BS, BSN

One day not too long ago, Jennifer Peterson stepped out of a Magnet committee

meeting to be rushed to the maternal fetal medicine unit.

That experience helped solidify for her an important lesson of her nursing career –

every day in the hospital, someone is having the worst day of his or her life. An

effective health care professional can lessen that burden, give them comfort, let

them know you’re there to help them. “It does wonders,” says Peterson, “both

physically and mentally.”

Peterson, the nurse, has always believed in UT Southwestern – the research done

and the care provided. But she’d never been the patient, and, she recalls, “I got to see

first-hand all the steps we have in place for our patients.”

She was more than impressed – and believes she’s a better nurse because of it.

After graduating from Texas Woman’s University in 2004, Peterson joined UT

Southwestern as a nurse in University Hospital – St. Paul’s medical/surgical ICU

unit. Today, she is a float nurse and Epic trainer at both hospitals and loves being

a “jack-of-all-trades,” as she calls her position.

Her daughter Sophia is due this fall.

Quote

“It solidified my faith in UT Southwestern and knowing that I work in the best

hospital ever. If a person could have the experience I had, and the level of care

and commitment and compassion I was shown that day, I don’t think they

would ever consider going anywhere else.”

